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Turkish Cypriot journalist shot dead 

!^ 8 Tuxtoh C yp ri0t jouraalia has 
been shot dca4 near his home in Nicosia in what his left- 
wing party said on Sunday was a political killing. Kutlu 
Ada \ 1 61 -^ ld columnist for the Yeni Duzen daily, 
was shot dead late on Saturday night by unknown 

fiC?* * *“■* a political mur- 
Mehmet Ah Talat. leader of the Republican Turk- 
ish Party (CTP) which publishes Yeni Duzen. “It is a very 
seyere blow to democracy," he told reporters. The CTP was 
in anghi-left coalition administration of the Turkish Cypri- 
ot breakaway stale that resigned last week amid political 
infighting. It was the first killing of a journalist in north 
Cypnis since Turkey invaded in 1974 in response to a 
Greek-engineered coup attempt on the island. The Turkish 
Cypnot stale in the north is recognised only by Turkey 
Police gave few details of the killing. 
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Saudi-Yemeni border talks going slowly 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh said cm 
Sunday a committee setup to settle a bolder dispute between 
Yemen and Saudi Arabia was making slow progress. Mr. Saleh 
told a news conference in Sanaa that the work of the commit- 
tee was “going slowly and (the committee) has not achieved the 
progress we had hoped for.” Tbe joint coranrinee was set up last 
year to settle tbe 60-year-old border dispute and demarcate the 
land and sea borders between the neighbouring countries. It has 
since met several times in both countries. “We have asserted 
more than ooce~ as a proof of good intentions that the issue of 
the header should be settled by a political decision,” Mr. Said) 
said. ‘There should be apolitical agreement between the senior 
officials in both countries." Yemen's relations with Gulf Arab 
states, including Saudi Arabia, have recently improved after it 
had angered tbe Gulf governments when it appeared to side 
with Iraq during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. 
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Peace leads to security, 

King tells Jewish leaders 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday reiterated Jordan's 
commitment to the cause 
of peace, saying that peace 
was the only alternative 
and the only worthy cause 
and course “for us to fol- 
low.” 

Addressing a delegation 
representing the U.S. 
Simon Weisentbai Centre, 
King Hussein called on all 
the nations and govern- 
ments of the region to work 
for the realisation of a 
comprehensive peace. 

“It is the responsibility 
of the entire nations and 
governments of this region 
to do what they can to 
ensure progress, to break 
the barriers, to remove the 
walls and to discover what 
we have done at the hu man 
side opposite that wall that 
we had created for so 
many years.” 


King Hussein said secu- 
rity is tbe result of confi- 
dence and trust, voicing 
hope that this confidence 
and trust will develop and 
be built upon in the times 
ahead. “Wien we speak of 
security, we speak of 
peace. Peace produces 
security and security is part 
of peace, for it to be a real- 
ly meaningful one,” the 
King said. 

Regarding international 
terrorism, King Hussein 
voiced hope that a consen- 
sus that has emerged 
among the overwhelming 
majority of nations and 
governments would lead 
to laying “the foundation 
of something that is bind- 
ing to all, which says that if 
you harbour or abate, if 
you encourage terrorism, 
then you have reckoned 
with all of us. mid all of us 
are called upon to take an 


action or take a position 
regarding you. whoever it 
be.” 

The King added such a 
foundation is badly needed 
and expressed hope that it 
would develop in the times 
ahead. “There is no coun- 
try that is free from terror- 
ism, of some nature or 
another. Therefore, it is 
essential that we do what- 
ever we can to consolidate 
a solid front,” the King 
added. 

Regarding the new Israeli 
government, the King said 
Jordan chose not to inter- 
fere in any form in the 
Israeli people’s right to 
decide for themselves 
where to put their complete 
trust and confidence “to 
lead them in the times 
ahead.” 

The King noted that 
throughout his contacts 
with world leaders he made 


it clear that it is not true 
that the camp of peace is 
losing to the other camp. 

Tbe King said the 
Israelis used their democ- 
ratic right to choose their 
prime minister and Jordan 
will do everything it can to 
help the parties to die 
peace process move ahead. 

“It is unfair, unjust and 
incorrect to suggest that 
there is any change, neither 
there or here in terms of 
the objective, which is 
peace, the peace that we 
can leave for all our chil- 
dren and those to follow in 
the entire region in the 
times ahead.” 

King Hussein voiced 
hope that a visit by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to Washington 
this week would be suc- 
cessful. He said he will 
later be meeting Mr. 
Netanyahu “here in tbe 


region and. we must do 
everything we can to pro- 
ceed and press ahead as 
rapidly as we can.” 

King Hussein called for 

making up fOT the timp and 

the opportunities that were 
lost in the past 
“We are going ahead 
with our effort convinced 
of where we are, and what 
we have achieved and 
determined to move ahead 
to secure further progress.” 
Tbe King voiced hope 
that a comprehensive peace 
be reached before so long. 

“This is a total commit- 
ment a life-long commit- 
ment for all of us,” he said. 

King Hussein added fhar 
Jordan wanted to speed up 
tbe peace process to 
enable die people to see 
and feel the results of 
peace as soon as possible. 


PNA: No renegotiation 
of pullout from Hebron 
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RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
warned Israeh Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Sunday that it would refuse' 
to renegotiate their agree- 
ment on a troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

“We are not ready to nego- 
tiate what has already been 
negotiated and signed,” 
Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath told the daily A1 
Ayyam, on the eve of Ml 
Netanyahu’s first visit as 
prime minister to the United 
States. 

Dr. Shaath said this includ- 
ed “Hebron, the Israeli army 
redeployment on the West 
Bank, a safe passage 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank and the release of pris- 
oners.” 

Ml Netanyahu must 
“scrupulously respect” the 
autonomy accords signed by 
his predecessor Shimon 
Peres and Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat, Dr. 
Shaath added. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
expects the right-wing 
Israeli leader to spell out 
how he plans to proceed on 
the Palestinian track when 
they meet at the White 
House Tuesday. 

Washington has urged him 
to implement the army rede- 
ployment from Hebron 
which should have taken 
place before March 28 under 
tbe Oslo autonomy accords. 

Ml Netanyahu says he is 


still studying the security 
implications of a withdraw- 
al. But be has hinted he may 
pull less troops out of the 
town than originally agreed 
and- hnk the central area of 
Hebron where 400 Jewish 
settlers live to the Kiryat 
Arba settlement on die edge 
of tbe town. 

Hebron, holy to both Jews 
and Muslims, is the only 
West Bank town still under 
Israeli occupation. 

Former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres postponed the 
redeployment on March 28 
for “security reasons" after a 
wave of Isl ami c militant sui- 
cide bombings in Israel, 
leaving his successor Mr. 
Netanyahu to decide what to 
do next. 

Meanwhile, a Palestinian 
suspected of being the main 
explosives supplier to die 
fundamentalist group 
Hamas has been arrested by 
Israel’s internal security ser- 
vice Shin Bet, die daily 
Yediot Aharonot said Sun- 
day. 

Ahmad Awada was arrest- 
ed six weeks ago and on 
June 15 confessed undo: 
force that he had supplied 
Hamas activist Hassan 
Salameb with explosives 
and detonators used in three 
of tbe four suicide bombings 
which rocked Israel in Feb- 
ruary and March, the paper 
said. Salameh, who is also 
under Israeli arrest, is 
accused of passing on the 
explosives to the suicide 
bombers. 


U.S. unlikely to challenge 
Netanyahu’s views on peace 


By Lamis Andoni 

BOSTON — On the eve 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
visit to Washington, the 
first since his election last 
June, analysts in the 
American capital expect 
the U.S. administration to 
pursue a policy of accom- 
modation in spite of the 
differences between the 
two sides. 

The analysts, including 
Arabists and pro-Israeli 
lobbyists, do not expect 
tbe administration to place 
any substantive pressure 
on Mr. Netanyahu regard- 
ing a withdrawal from the 
Syrian Golan Heights or 
the Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

However, they expect 
the two sides to reach an 
understanding regarding 
an Israeli partial with- 
drawal from Hebron and a 
new approach to the 
Israeli-Syrian negotiations 
track that was totally 
paralysed just before the 
Israeli elections. 

According to well- 
placed sources in Wash- 
ington, an Israeli commit- 
ment for a partial rede- 
ployment from Hebron 
will be seen as a good first 
step to move the stalled 
peace process forward. 

“The administration 
does not want to see the 


peace process disrupted. 
Any step that will get the 
process moving again will 
be welcome,” said an 
informed American source 
who asked for anonymity. 

Other analysts say that a 
compromise on Hebron 
will help place Mr. 
Netanyahu in a more posi- 
tive light without embar- 
rassing die Clinton 
administration. 

“There is an overlapping 
of interests between the 
U.S. and Israel on the 
Hebron issue. Tbe U.S. 
wants Israel to show com- 
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mitment to the Oslo agree- 
ment while Ml 

Netanyahu wants to take a 
step that shows his adher- 
ence to die accord with- 
out compromising his 
commitment to Israel's 
security,” the same Ameri- 
can source explained. 

Consequently a partial 
redeployment from 
Hebron is viewed in 
Washington as a crucial 
step to break the stalemate 
in the peace process as 
well as “whitewash” Ml 
Netanyahu’s reputation in 
the U.S. as a hardliner. 

Such an approach, which 
seems to be the most like- 
ly option for the U.S. 
administration, has rein- 
forced doubts among 


Arab Americans that the 
White House is now pur- 
suing a polity of appease- 
ment towards the new 
Israeli- government in 
Israel. 

“Tbe administration win 
continue to defer to 
Netanyahu,” says Khalil 
Jabsban, president of the 
National Association of 
Arab Americans (NAAA). 

Furthermore, the sug- 
gested Israeli redeploy- 
ment from Hebron, that 
falls short of the Oslo 
agreements, will not ease 
Palestinian fears that Mr. 
Netanyahu is seeking to 
maintain the current status 
quo and obstruct substan- 
tive negotiations on tbe 
final status of tbe West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. ■ 

During his recent trip to 
the Middle East, U.S. Sec- 
retaty of State Warren 
Christopher reiterated 
commitment to the princi- 
ple of land-for-peace as 
the basis of the current 
peace process. But he did 
not endorse the Arab view, 
expressed in the Cairo 
summit, that called for a 
total Israeli withdrawal 
from the Arab territories 
occupied in 1967. 

To observers in Wash- 
ington Mr. Christopher’s 
statement that the princi- 
ple of land-for-peace 
should be understood and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Samar Oran wins case against Toujan Faisal 

Judge orders deputy to pay damages in slander lawsuit 
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Toujan Faisal 


By Ahmad Kreishau 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lower House 
of Parliament Deputy Tou- 
jan Faisal Sunday received 
a two-month jail sentence 
and a JD 6,000 fine in a 
slander lawsuit at a Wadi 
Seer court. 

Ms. Faisal was charged 
with two counts in the law- 
suit which was filed by 
Samar Oran cl a i min g libel 
and defamation. t 

According to Ms. Oran s 
lawyer, Husam Zreiqat, the 
verdict passed by Judge 
Hayel A1 Omar has been 
suspended pending appeal. 

Mr. Zreiqat said his client 
had accused the defendant 

of tarnishing her image and 

meddling in her life by pub- 


licly criticising her in a 
tabloid article, demanding 
JD 15,000 in compensation 
for this damage. He said the 
charges constituted a viola- 
tion of articles 359 and 358 
of the penal code. 

Ms. Oran had initially 
written to the speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
complaining about excesses 
she claimed had been com- 
mitted by members of the 
executive and legislative 
branches of government in 
raising and discussing a 
marital problem she faced 
and which involved a for- 
mer Cabinet minister. Ms. 
Faisal, in remarks attributed 
to her in a weekly tabloid, 
commented on the letter 
“with words considered as 
slanderous and insulting” 


to Ms. Oran, prompting the 
latter to sue the deputy. 

Mr. Zreiqat quoted Ms. 
Faisal as saying in the 
tabloid: “Samar (San is try- 
ing to link her name with 
important people and later 
practise blackmail on them 
with the purpose of gaining 
fame ...but Parliament 
would not allow Samar to 
benefit from this as she did 
from the government” 

Mr Zreiqat said that these 
remarks resulted in damage 
to MrsOran’s reputation 
and dignity and exposed her 
and members of her family 
to public contempt Accord- 
ingly the litigant demanded 
that Ms. Faisal be punished 
for her behaviour and 
remarks, especially because 
she is a member of Parlia- 


ment and because she 
spoke on behalf of the 
House without obtaining its 
permission . 

Lawyer Zreiqat quoted 
Ms. Faisal as saying that 
“The Parliament speaker 
cannot present Ms. Oran’s 
memorandum to the House 
because the government 
itself tried to hush up this 
matter.” 

Legislators in Jordan 
enjoy legal immunity only 
when the House is in ses- 
sion but currently it is in a 
summer recess and it is due 
to convene in mid-July. Ms. 
Faisal was not available for 
comment yesterday and 
there were unconfirmed 
reports that she was on a 
visit outside the country. 
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MODEL WEARS BOA AT GIVENCHY HIGH FASHION SHOW: A model pre- 
sents this magenta velvet wrap dress with flower boa and matching hat as part of 
the French fashion house Givenchy Aritunan/Winter 1996 high fashion collection 
Sunday (Renters photo) 

France hails Saudi’s 
‘moderate Islamism’ 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia 
(R) — French President 
Jacques Chirac on Sunday 
urged closer ' cooperation 
with Saudi Arabia in fight- 
ing “terrorism" and praised 
the kingdom’s “moderate 
Islamism”, Freoch officials 
said. 

Mr. Chirac, on the second 
day of an official visit to tbe 
kingdom, told Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef that 
moderate Islam was “a reli- 
gion of tolerance and broth- 
erhood”. 

That differed from funda- 
mentalist radicals who “use 
religion for inappropriate 


ends,” Mr. Chirac said, 
according to the officials. 

Prince Nayef agreed with 
Ml Chirac’s view that the 
values of Islam can be twist- 
ed to the religion’s detri- 
ment, the officials said. 

Nineteen U.S. soldiers 
died last month in a truck 
bomb attack at Dhahran mil- 
itary base in eastern Saudi 
ArabiaJt is unclear who car- 
ried out tbe attack, the sec- 
ond on an American military 
target in the kingdom since 
last November, when a 
U.S.-assisted military train- 
ing centre in Riyadh was 
bombed, killing five Ameri- 


cans and two In dians . 

The Group of Seven 
industrial nations, at their 
late-June summit in Lyon, 
pledged new efforts to fight 
political violence following 
the bombing. 

Mr. Chirac, addressing 
members of the French 
community on Saturday, 
paid homage to the Ameri- 
can dead and said the indus- 
trialised nations would “use 
all legal means to build up 
the battle against terrorism”. 

France has 134 soldiers in 
Saudi Arabia. 

(Condoned on page 7) 


Egypt rebuffs Syria’s attempt 
to reconcile Cairo, Tehran 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak said on Sunday Ms country 
had turned down an idea by Syria that 
Egyptian and Iranian ministers meet to 
resolve nearly two decades of differences. 

“There was an idea (for a meeting) but we 
apologised because Iran still works against 
some countries and they are putting this idea 
about,” Mr. Mubarak told reporters. “But 
there are no meetings on any ministerial 
level and there are no meetings of any form.” 

Egypt, locked in a low-level guemlla war 
with subversive Islamist militants seeking to 
oust Mr. Mubarak and install a purist Islam- 
ic state, has often accused Iran of trying to 
export its Islamic revolution of 1979 to other 
countries in the region. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq A1 Sharaa, 
who has paid two visits to Tehran in die past 
week, said a thaw in relations was in tbe 
interests of both countries. 


Mr. Sharaa said after meeting Mr. 
Mubarak in Cairo on Thursday that his 
country, Iran’s closest Arab ally, wanted to 
improve relations between Tehran and the 
Arab World, particularly Egypt. 

But Osama A1 Baz, Ml Mubarak’s top 
political advisee, denied on Saturday that 
Damascus was working to end nearly two 
decades of mistrust between Egypt and Iran, 
saying relations could not improve until 
Tehran stopped “supporting terrorists.” 

But Dr. Baz said Iran must first prove to 
sceptical Arab governments thai it was not 
seeking to undermine the stability of its oil- 
rich Gulf neighbours or of Arab countries 
further afield. 

“If Tehran wants to improve relations it 
must offer us clear proof that it will not inter- 
fere in our internal affairs and will not 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Egypt says 15,000 militants in Sudan 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt said 
15.000 Muslim militants 
are living in its southern 
neighbour Sudan, which is 
under limited United 
Nations sanctions for its 
alleged support of political 
violence. 

Ousama El Baz, senior 
political adviser to Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak, said in Sunday’s 
edition of the weekly mag- 
azine Rose A1 Youssef that 
Sudan's failure to provide 
information on how it 
would deal with the mili- 
tants showed its wish for 
trouble-making out- 


weighed its desire to coop- 
erate with Egypt. 

“There are about 15,000 
militants in Sudan and they 
(the government) don't 
know what to do with 
them," Dr. Baz said. 

Relations between Egypt 
and Sudan hit rock bottom 
last year when Cairo 
accused Khartoum of help- 
ing militants who tried to 
kill Mr. Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa. 

Egypt has also accused 
Sudan’s Islamist-backed 
military government of 
sheltering militants bent on 
turning Egypt into a a strict 


Islamic state. 

Sudan has denied the 
charges but the United 
Nations Security Council 
imposed limited travel and 
diplomatic sanctions on 
Khartoum in May aimed at 
making it hand over sus- 
pects wanted for the 
Mubarak assassination 
attempt. 

Mr. Mubarak and 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hass an A1 Bashir met on 
the sidelines of a pan-Arab 
summit in Cairo last month 
to try to resolve some of 
their differences. 

Mr. Mubarak said at the 


time that progress towards 
better relations depended 
on what the Sudanese gov- 
ernment does to prevent 
the militants from using 
Sudan as a base. 

An independent 

Sudanese newspaper said 
on Friday that Egyptian 
and Sudanese security offi- 
cials bad two days of talks 
in Khartoum this week. 
The talks were the first of 
their kind since Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr Bashir 
met. 

It said the agenda includ- 
ed security problems pre- 
venting improved relations 


— tbe diplomatic 
euphemism for Egyptian 
suspicions that Sudan is 
sheltering militants. 

But Dr. Baz said the 
Sudanese were not helping. 

“High-level security 
meetings between the two 
countries have started but 
the Sudanese have provid- 
ed only general informa- 
tion that does not include 
the requested details.” he 
said. 

“This indicates that the 
with to make trouble is big- 
ger than tbe wish to coop- 
erate,” Dr.Baz added 


Netanyahu to take to U.S. ‘terrorism file’ on Syria 


TEL AVIV (AJFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is to take to the 
United States a file prepared 
by Israel’s secret services on 
Syria's involvement in ter- 
rorism, the daily Haaretz 
reported Sunday. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who heads 
to Washington on Monday, 
ordered the tile so he could 
present U.S. officials with 
detailed information on 
Syria’s alleged aid for “ter- 
rorists" responsible for 
attacks against Israel, the 
United States and other 


countries, the newspaper 
said. 

The dossier prepared by 
the head of Israel's external 
security service Mossad, 
Dany Yatom, and military 
intelligence chief Mosbe 
Yaalon. will be given to the 
head of the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 
John Deutch. 

According to Haaretz. Mr. 
Netanyahu will ask U.S. 
leaders and Congress to put 
“strong pressure” on Syria to 
stop supporting terrorism. 

While the previous Labour 


government played down 
Syria’s role in supporting 
militan t groups, the new 
Netanyahu government has 
put responsibility for the vio- 
lence firmly on Syria. 

The righ twing Israeli 
leader accused Damascus 
last month of “lashing out 
with terrorism 360 degrees” 
and called for economic 
sanctions against Syria simi- 
lar to tbe U.S. embargo on 
Iran. 

Accusing tbe West of turn- 
ing a blind eye to Syria's 
involvement in terrorism. 


Mr. Netanyahu said: “I want 
to persuade our allies, and 
especially tbe Linked States, 
that its policy is detrimental 
not only to our interests but 
to the interests of others.” 

Mr. Netanyahu accuses 
Syria of backing the Shiite 
Muslim Hizbollah group 
which spearheads anti- 
Israeli attacks in South 
Lebanon. He also blames 
Syria for attacks carried out 
by Palestinian hardline 
groups based in Damascus. 

He pointed the finger at 
Syria after a June 26 attack 


claimed by the Syrian-based 
Palestinian group A1 
Intifadah which left three 
Israeli soldiers dead near die 
Jordanian border. 

Israel’s on-off peace talks 
with Syria have been frozen 
since a wave of Islamic mil- 
itant suicide bombings in the 
Jewish state in February and 
March. 

Syria says it will refuse to 
come back to the negotiating 
table unless Mr. Netanyahu 
drops his opposition to hand- 
ing -back the Golan Heights 
as part of a peace deal. 


U.S. planning flaws left forces vulnerable — report 


NEW' YORK (R) — Short- 
comings in planning, intelli- 
gence and security left U.S. 
forces in Saudi Arabia vul- 
nerable to the attack that 
killed 19 and seriously 
wounded 148 others in 
Dhahran 12 days ago, the 
New York Times reported in 
Sunday editions. 

In a special report from 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the 
newspaper said that an 
examination of the June 25 
attack of the building that 
housed U.S. forces showed 


U.S. officials repeatedly 
failed to understand the mag- 
nitude of the threat facing 
them. 

The newspaper, which 
interviewed officials in the 
United States and Saudi Ara- 
bia. reviewed past bombings 
and obtained an analysis by 
leading private security 
experts, cited these mistakes 
as leading to the deadly blast. 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency and other U.S. gov- 
ernment experts who were 
consulted by the air force 


misjudged the bomb-making 
capabilities of Saudi mili- 
tants. The article said gov- 
ernment officials had con- 
cluded that the militants 
could not build a bomb larg- 
er than a 200-pound (90- 
ltilogramme) device, similar 
to November 1995 blast in 
Riyadh that killed five Amer- 
icans and two Indians. 

Officials estimate that last 
month's bomb packed 5.000 
pounds (2300 kilogrammes) 
of explosives. 

American commanders in 


Dhahran deferred action 
until at least October to coat 
tbe compound windows with 
a plastic protective film that 
prevents a blast from turning 
a building’s windows into 
lethal shards of flying glass. 
The project was considered 
too costly by the comman- 
ders. 

U.S. commanders in 
Dhahran did not want to 
offend their Saudi hosts 
when they balked at the need 
for a larger buffer zone 
around the military complex. 


3 Flights 


a week 


welcome on board 



Austrian Airlines 
Shmeisani, Opposite 
Commodore Hotel 
Tel: 694604 , 693845 , 660449 


G. S. A: 

Petra Travel 
& Tourism 
Tel: 700754,613670 


Arrival 

Departure 

Flight day* 

Dcitination 

19:05 

15:50 

Sat, Moo. Wed 

Amman - Vienna 

15:00 

10:10 

Sat. Mao. Wed 

Vienna - Amman 


To enjoy our 
grand Business Class 
On Longhaul Routes from 
Vienna to Almaty, 

New York, Washington D.C., 
Chicago, Johannesburg, 
Beijing and Tokyo 
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Arafat 
makes 
stopover 
in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat stopped briefly at 
Khartoum airport to meet 
Sudanese officials before 
beading on to an African 
summit in Cameroon. 

Mr. Arafat, who was in 
Khartoum for around 45 
minutes, was met at the air- 
port by Information Minister 
Al-Tayeb Ibrahim 

Mohammed Khair. 

It was Mr. Arafat’s first 
official visit to Sudan since 
he signed the 1993 declara- 
tion of principles with Israel 

The Palestinian president 
thanked “African nations for 
siding with the Palestinians' 
cause” in comments to jour- 
nalists, adding that “Arab- 
African solidarity should be 
strengthened.” 

He then continued on to 
Yaounde to attend the sum- 
mit, to begin Monday, which 
is expected to announce its 
support of the Palestinians' 
stance in the peace process 
with Israel. 

Khartoum's Islamic 
regime pushed last year to 
host reconciliation talks 
between Mr. Arafat’s Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
and the fundamentalist 
Hamas, but tbe Palestinians 
opted to bold the talks in 
Cairo. 


... .AV VVv 



4 

of 

; n g Huawfo. HRH 
, Abdullah 4 
^ fprir^ and other m««b 

JflJi and ^ * 



* 

Gazan students who study at West Bank universities protest against tbe Israeli do- 
snre at the Erez check-point in the Gaza Strip Sunday. Israel prevented more than 
1,200 students from Gaza to return to their universities in the West Bank to study 
because of the closure (Reuters photo) 

Gaza students protest Israeli entry ban 
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EREZ. Gaza Strip (R) — 
Palestinian students living in 
die Gaza Strip protested on 
Sunday against an Israeli 
entry ban that has barred them 
from their universities and 
colleges in the West Bank 
since February. 

**We hold books, not 
bombs” and “Our aim is our 
classes, not Tfel Aviv streets” 
were some of the slogans 
scrawled on signs waved by 
dozens of protestors who 
demonstrated near the Erez 
checkpoint the main gateway 
from Gaza to tbe Jewish state. 


Israel sealed off the nearly 
two million Palestinians of the 
West Bank and Gaza on Feb. 
25, after the first in a wave of 
Islamic militant suicide 
bombings by residents of the 
territories that killed 59 peo- 
ple in Israel in nine days. The 
last bombing was in Tel Aviv. 

The closure has caused 
severe hardship for Palestini- 
ans living in Israeli -occupied 
areas of the territories as well 
as in self-rule enclaves set up 
there under Israel-PLO peace 
deals. 

There are 1200 students in 


Gaza enrolled in West Bank 
institutions of higher learning 
Gaza and the West Bank are 
separated geographically by 
Israel. 

“We really don't know any- 
thing about the future, we 
look ahead one day, maybe 
two days," said Haithara 
Hasaniya, a 20-year-old busi- 
ness major at the West Bank’s 
Birzeit University. 

There are only two colleges 
in the Gaza Strip versus five 
universities and many col- 
leges in the West Bank. 


Exploding cigar sent to kill 
Sudan opposition leader in Cairo 




CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
police have arrested a 
Sudanese who planned to 
assassinate a Sudanese 
opposition leader in exile in 
Cairo by blowing up his 
cigar, police said on Sun- 
day. 

Tourist police arrested 
Zein A1 Abidin Ali Abdul- 
lah earlier this week for 
pickpocketing after be stole 
the wallet of a German 
tourist in a Cairo five-star 
hotel, police said. 

But under interrogation, 
Mr. Abdullah confessed that 


he has been “sent by a 
Sudanese intelligence offi- 
cer to assassinate 
Mohammed Osman AJ- 
Mirghani" head of Sudan's 
opposition Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP), they 
said. 

Mr. Abdullah said his role 
in the plot was to prepare an 
exploding cigar to be 
slipped to Mr. Mirghani and 
that “a group” was 
involved, police said, 
adding that no one else had 
been arrested in the attempt. 

A member of the DUP 


executive council, Moham- 
mad A1 Mutasim Hakira, 
told AFP he had “no knowl- 
edge" of the plot, adding 
that Mr. Mirghani had been 
travelling “abroad in the 
Gulf for the past two 
weeks." 

Moreover. “Mirghani 
does not smoke." Mr. 
Hakim said. 

Mr. Mirghani came to 
Egypt after the Islamic 
regime of President Omar 
A1 Bashir came to power in 
Khartoum in 1 989, banning 
all political parties. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00.... 
1 15:30 ... 

Bonkers (cartoon) 

1 15:45 .. 


1 16:00.... 

...Gillcte Worlds Sport 

16:30 ... 


17:00 ... 



17:15 ... 

L'Ecole Des Fans 

18:00 .... 

.Magazine — Thalassa 

19:00 ... 


19:15... 
19:30 ... 

Magazine — GnqSurGnq 

19:35.... 


Fenwick 
20:00 .... 


20:30 .. 

..Paul McKenna Show 

21:10 100 Years of Capitalism 

m Korea 
22:00 

News in English 

22:25 The Bold and (he Beau- 

tiful 

23:10 


PRAYER TIMES 

03:58 ... 
05:31. 


12:40 ... 


16:12 ... 


19:49 ... 


21:23.... 



CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TcL S1074Q 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5, 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Amnmkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Saoda Church Tel 622366 
Anglican Church Tei. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evang e lical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, hot weather conditions 
will prevail, winds northerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
calm. 

MiniMax. temp. 

Amman 20/33 

Aqaba 25/40 

Deserts 19/35 


I JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 

Jordan Valley .24/39 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman 32. Aqaba 39. 

Humidity readings: Amman 47 
per cent, Aqaba 30 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. MukhJes Mazahrah 
820425 

Dr. Wtssam Hzayyin ..748563 
Dr. Munther A1 Qraini 
779959 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyim 
620115 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
AJ Aseraa pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
A1 Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Ngjib pharmacy 847632 

HUB ID: 

Dc GhraWamneh 250080 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim 992991 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

CM Ddfenre Department — 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .....199 

Rescue ftoliae 192, 6211 II, 637777 

Fire Brigade- 617101 

Blood Bank. .775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police — *-..896390 

Public Security Dept.- 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 . 

Price Complaints. 661176 

Wjcr & Seweogr Compfaiits ._&/7-167 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali TcL Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information -0S-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre -S13813Q2 

Khalidi Maternity- 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -642^62 
Malhas. J. Amman .636140 


Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic Abdali —.666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Basfam 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —60224<y50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hifana Modem Hospital 

— (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Sanaa (RJj 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:55 .New Delhi (RJ) 

15:00 London (RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok < RJ) 

23:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

04:10 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

11:45 Khartoum (SD.) 

13:40 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14-30 Kiev (6U) 

15:00. Vienna (OS.) 

18:30 Athens, Istanbul (Q7) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:55 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:20 Amsterdam (KL) 


05:40 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba fRW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0635 «... Beirut (RJ) 

11:00 Casablanca (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
12J0 _Amsteidam Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

1335 Frankfurt (RJ.) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 Al ‘Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ ) 
23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

OfcM Istanbul iTK) 

07:45 .Beirut. London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

13:00 Khartoum iSD) 

14:30 Bahrain (GF) 

15:30 Kiev (6U|‘ 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Doha (Q7) 

*1 ; 25 Cairo (MS) 

23:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Beiruti Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30. Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Ctep. Amman — ,8:00 am, evoy Mtnday 
Am DanastXB_5:a0pjn.«ay Mutfay 


Dep. Damascus . 
Arc Atthtck] 


-7-J0 am every Suiday 
.5:00 pm way Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 
Upper/lower price in fils per 
kg- 


Apncoi 

-.800/500 

... 700/5M) 

Banana. 

600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) —520/520 


830/600 


140/80 

Carrot 

140/80 

Cauliflower. 

260/180 

Cucumber (large) ... 

130/80 

Cucumber (small].. 

210/140 

Eggplant. - 

-200/140 

Garlic 

650/400 

Lemon 

.770/500 

Marrow (lareeV 

160/100 

Marrow (small) 

-260/170 


- 160/100 

Onion (drv) 

-.-J30/80 

Okra 

.850/600 

Orange 

4 pnnoo 

Plumb 

— -340/220 

Pea 

....-420/280 

Peach 

670/400 

Pepper (hot) ....... 

300/200 

340/200 

Potato - 

.—28<W80 

String Bean. 

380/260 

Sweet melon .... 

280/180 

Tomato 

-110/70 

Water melon - 

110/70 
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HIs Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown Prince Hasan Sunday visit tomb of late 
King Tala! Ben Abdullah who died 24 years ago on July 7, 1972. The King, die 
Crown Prince and other members of the Royal Famil y recited verses from the 
Holy Koran and laid wreaths by the tomb (Petra photo) 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday presides over the first 
official meeting of the National Task Force for Children 
at A1 Ma’wa Palace (photo by Crystal) 


National Task Force for Children appointed 

Queen Noor reviews NTFC 
mandate at first official meeting 

accordance with His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
Royal Decree in July 1995 
calling for the establish- 
ment of a National Task 
Force for Children (NTFC), 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Sunday convened the first 
official meeting of the 
members of the NTFC, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

The NTFC will monitor 
die condition and status of 
children in accordance with 
the Arab and Inte rnatio nal 
Convention on the Rights 
of Child and the National 
Plan Action for Children. 

It will coordinate, collab- 
orate with and bring togeth- 
er existing institutions 
working in the field of child 
welfare through the estab- 
lishment of the National 
Coalition for Children 
(NCQ, whose membership 
wQl be voluntary and will 
involve registering with the 
NTFC. 

The latter will comprise a 
policy group to help the 
NCC develop national poli- 
cies for children, a pro- 
gramme group to assist in 
formulating the NCC’s 
strategies, and a secretariat 
that will be in charge of the 
NTFCs implementation. 

The NTFC, through its 
Research and Database 
Centre for Children, will 
compile comprehensive 
research to highlight chil- 
dren’s needs and rights and 
disseminate to ail con- 
cerned institutions. 

It will develop model 
action programme and 
launch public awareness 
campaigns to advocate 
their implementation. 

Queen Noor met Sunday, 
the Royal Court said, with 
the newly-appointed NTFC 
at A1 Ma’wa Palace to 
review NTFCs back- 
ground, mis sion and man- 
date, highlighting the role 
of the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) in 
providing technical and 
finan cial assistance for 
establishing the NTFC. 

The Queen expressed her 


appreciation for the efforts 
of the NTFC Advisory 
Committee, comprised of 
concerned officials and 
specialists, who worked 
over the past year to refine 
the strategy and organisa- 
tion of the NTFC. 

NTFC preparatory activi- 
ties have also included on- 
going broad-based consul- 
tations with national and 
international individuals 
and institutions working 
with children to define an 
overall strategy aod organi- 
sation for the NTFC. 

Also, a plan has been 
developed for the NTFC’s 
Research and Database 
Centre for Children with 
the support of die Chapin 
Hall Centre fra: Children at 
the University of Chicago 
in the U.S. state of Illinois, 
in addition to preparations 
for a series of television 
documentaries to raise pub- 
lic awareness of child 
rights. 

NTFC preparations have 
also included the formation 
of a multi -disciplinary 
committee that worked in 
cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Social Develop- 
ment to review and develop 
the Draft Children’s Act 

Task force members 
received the amendments 
to the Draft Act for their 
consideration and recom- 
mendations, which, upon 


completion will be submit- 
ted to die Ministry of Social 
Development, the state- 
ment skid. The NTFC is 
comprised oft — in their 
official capacity: — Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Hammad Abu Jamous, 
Minis ter of Education 
Muntber Masri, Secretary 
General of the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Rashdan Rashdan, 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Hanning Nabil 
Amman , and Secretary 
General of the Ministry of 
Health Hani Oweiss; and in 
their personal capacity 
including their designated 
areas of responsibility: 
Sheikh Izzeddine AI Kha- 
teeb Al Tamimi (national 
heritage and religion). Sen- 
ator Naela Rashdan (legis- 
lation), Fawzi Tu’eimeh 
(mental health), Mohieddin 
Touk (research and educa- 
tion), Salwa Damen-Masri 
(social development). 
Judge Tagbrid Hikmat (leg- 
islation), Sa’ad Hijazy 
(health research and train- 
ing), Abdullah Kbateeb 
(children with special 
needs), Najwa Boulos 
(pediatric care), Sima 
Babous (communications). 
Alia Hatouq (environment), 
Basil Bustami (legislatibn), 
and Intisar Jardaneh (par- 
ents and community). 
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Qatar, Jordan sign minutes reflecting 
common political stands, economic interests 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Higher Jordanian -Qatari 

Committee ended a meeting 
in Amman Sunday by reaf- 
firming the two countries’ 
determination to promote 
bilateral relations in politi- 
cal, economic and social 
fields and by reiterating their 
determination to work for 
the establishment ofa just 
and durable peace in tbe 
Middle East region and sup- 
peat pan-Arab action to 
achieve that objective . 

Prime Minister and For- 
eign . Minister Abdul Karim 
Kdbariti and Qatar's Foreign 
Minister Hamad Ben Jassem 
Al Thani signed the minutes 
of the higher committee’s 
deliberations held Saturday 
and Sunday, pledging sup- 
port for tbe Arab League and 
its various institutions, joint 
Arab action to defend the 
Arab nation's rights, support 
for the decisions of the Cairo 
Arab summit meeting and 
efforts to restore solidarity 
among Arab states and unity 
Arab ranks in the face of . 
common challenges. 

The minutes reflected Jor- 
dani&n-Qatari intent to pui- 
sne efforts far the achieve- 
ment of a durable peace 
which en tails the complete 
withdrawal of Israeli farces 
from all occupied Arab lands 
including the city of 
Jerusalem and tbe imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242, 338 
and 425 and the exchange of 
land for peace. 


The document called for a 
resumption of Arab-Israeli 
negotiations on all tracks and 
urged die U.S., Russia, the 
European Union and Japan 
as well as tbe non-aligned 
nations, the United Nations 
and various worid organisa- 
tions to persuade Israel does 
not to renege on its commit- 
ments to the peace process. 

They also reaffirmed detei 
mutation to provide political 
and economic assistance to 
tbe Palestinian National 
Authority and people to help 
them regain their freedom 
and their lands and demand- 
ed an end to Israel’s closure 
of die Palestinian lands. 

The minutes included the 
two countries* strong con- 
demnation of the recent 
bombing attack in Khobar, 
Saudi Arabia and denounced 
all forms of terrorism at the 
regional and international 
levels. 

In the minutes, Jordan and 
Qatar expressed satisfaction 
with Iraq's consent to imple- 
ment UN. Security Council 
Resolution 986 on the sale of 
afl to purchase food and 
medicine fra - the Iraqi people 
and demanded that Iraq cany 
oat all UN. resolutions in 
order to guarantee the end of 
tbe Iraqi people’s suffering 
from the embargo. 

The two countries also 
reasserted their su p port for 
the sovereignty and territori- 
al integrity of die Iraqi 
nation. 

On the economic level, die 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Qatari Foreign Minister Hamad Ben 
Jassem AI Thani Sunday sign the minutes of the Higher Jordanian-Qatari Commit- 
tee’s deliberations held Saturday and Sunday in Amman (Petra photo) 


two rides said they discussed 
means for promoting eco- 
nomic cooperation and 
increasing the volume of 
goods exchanged by the two 
countries by all available 

mftans 

They also agreed to 
upgrade a 1980 economic 
agreement to help boost 
trade .noting that in 1995 Jor- 
dan purchased JD5_5 million 
worth of Qatari goods and 
exported to Qatar JD8-5 mil- 
lion worth of Jordanian 


products. 

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Smadi, who led 
Jordan’s side to tbe talks, 
told the Jordan Tunes that 
the two sides agreed on sec- 
onding Jordanian teachers to 
work in Qatar. 

A Qatari educational dele- 
gation is expected to arrive 
in Amman soon in order to 
conclude contracts with Jor- 
danian teachers through the 
Ministry of Education, said 


Dr. Smadi. 

The Qatari minister and bis 
delegation met with Mr. 
Kabariti after tbe signing 
ceremony and later said dis- 
cussions covered various 
issues of concern to tbe two 
rides 

Describing bilateral rela- 
tions as very strong and pro- 
gressing, Sheikh Hamad said 
he hoped that the minutes 
concluded Sunday would 
further bolster relations 
between tbe two countries. 


Deputies to discuss 
subsidies with premier 


AMMAN (Petra) — - 

House Speaker Saad 

Hayel Srour Sunday 

announced that will hold 
an informal meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
■Karim Kabariti today to 
discuss domestic, political 
and financial issues with 
special focus on tbe gov- 
ernment's basic commodi- 
ties subsidies programme. 

Mr. Srour said tbe meet- 
ing is part of on-going 
consultations between tbe 
legislative and executive 
authorities. 

The meeting comes 
close on tbe beels of a 
strong statement by the 
Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) party criticising tbe 
government’s internal 
policies and threatening to 
seek a vote of no- confi- 
dence in the government. . 

IAF spokesman Hamzeh 
Mansour accused die gov- 
ernment in a press confer- 
ence Saturday of violating 
human rights and cracking 
down on Islamists under 
pressure from Israel and 
the United States. 

Mr Mansour also said 
the IAF disapproved of 


die government’s eco- 
nomic policies which be 
said foiled to improve die 
deteriorating economic 
situdtioh'&nd warned -tbe 
government a gains t hik- 
m^bread prices. • - 

Tbe-Prime Minister last 
week announced that the 
government has no inten- 
tion of lifting the subsidy 
on bread, but said subsi- 
dies for bread should not 
benefit tourists and for- 
eign workers and live- 
stockbreeders. 

Any rise in prices will 
not affect Jordanian citi- 
zens, the Prime Mmiffer 
affirmed . 

The IAFs criticism of 
the government followed 
a report published in die 
local press quoting Minis- 
ter of Supply Munir Sobar 
as saying drat die juice of 
broad _ .would Jbc raised 
from the current 85 fils a 
kilo to 250 fils as of July 
i5. • 

But Mr Sobar has since 
denied Tire report noting 
that the subsidy will only 
benefit Jordanians and not 
tourists, foreign workers 
or hotels. 


Opposition coalition warns of public 
outcry if bread prices go up 


Bishops conclude meeting, 
call for durable peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — Bishops 
representing the Evangelical 
Episcopalian Churches in 
Asia and the Middle East 
Sunday ended a meeting in 
Amman by- calling for con- 
tinued interfoith dialogues to 
promote greater understand- 
ing among religions and 
urged die implementation of 

UN resolutions and the 
establishment of a durable 
peace in the Middle East. 

A communique released at 
the end of the meeting 
stressed the status of 
Jerusalem as -a holy city for 
the monotheistic religions 
and one that should not be 
closed to worshippers of any 
faith. 

The communique called 
for freedom of all peoples, 
their right to self-determina- 
tion, and access to a fair and 
equitable share of natural 
resources. 

Tbe statement included 
clauses demanding that 
advanced nations help poor 
countries’ economies and 
assist them in reducing their 
national debt burdens. 

Tbe meeting was held to 
prepare for a 1998 Lambeth, 
England meeting which will 
be attended by all Anglican 


bishops in tbe world repre- 
senting 70 million people. 

Speaking at tbe conclusion 
of tbe meeting Archbishop 
Samir Qafeeti, who is 
responsible for the Evangel- 
ical Episcopalian Churches 
in Jordan and the entire Mid- 
dle East, said that tbe confer- 
ence discussed and support- 
ed resolutions taken tty the 
same bishops in 1988 stress- 
ing among other tilings the 
need for resolving the Arab- 
Israeli conflict through the 
establishment of Jewish and 
Palestinian states with equal 
rights in Palestine. 

According to Archbishop 
Qafeeti’s assistant. Reverend 
Luai Haddad, the conference 
underlined the bonds 
between Islam and Chris- 
tianity, and tbe need fra- the 
spiritual values of tbe two 
faiths to promote society’s 
life. 

Referring to Jerusalem be 
said that it holds foe key to a 
just and durable peace in the 
region, adding that it must 
not be dosed to tbe follow- 
ers of any of the three 
monotheistic religions as it 
is now under Israeli rule. 


By Mervat Snwadeh 

Special To The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A coalition of nine opposition 
parties warned Sunday of posable “public dis- 
order “ if the government hikes tread pnees. 

Gong the 1989 riots that erupted in Maan 
when the government attempted to raise "the 
price of fuel. Melhem TaL spokesman for the 
newly-formed coalition, said that although 
opposition parlies were seeking to block any 
bread price increase through peaceful means, 
people’s reaction could be “unpredictable” if 
prices are actually increased. 

“Nobody can predict or control people's acts 
when they fed that they will starve,” Mr. Thl 
tdd a press conference. “We want to remind 
tiie government of the 1989 riots which were 
prompted by poverty and starvation.” he 
added. 

Me. TO, who called on Jordanians to “resist” 
any government plan to raise bread prices, said 
opposition parties were seeking to collect sig- 
natures of thousands of citizens before they ask 
for a meeting with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti to discuss the issue. 

“We will use all posable means that fall 
within the law to step tins decision.” Mr. Tal 
declared. “We will demonstrate, stage sit-ins, 
-and raH for puhhc. gatherings until our 
demands are answered,” he said. 

The government began studying lifting sub- 
sidies cm bread two months ago as part of mea- 
sures to contain a budget deficit. 

If state subsidies are lifted the price of bread 
in the Kingdom is expected to double from tbe 
current 85 fils to 170 fils per kilogramme. 

However, Minister of Supply Munir Sober, 


told the Jradan Times in an interview last week 
that the decision would only affect tourists and 
foreigners working in the Kingdom. 

He said 30 to 40 percent of subsidised bread 
goes to social categories “who do not deserve” 
subsidies. 

“W& only- think .that iLis raV fair that the 1J2 

million tourists and foreign waiters also bene- 
fit from subsidised bread,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

But government assurances that the decision 
would not affect the underprivileged was met 
with scepticism by parties and public interest 
groups. 

At Sunday’s press conference opposition 
parties ‘Accused the government of “trying to 
mislead people” by sating that the derision 
will not affect the poor in foe Kingdom. 

“They are trying to deceive ns by presenting 
alternatives,” Mr. Tal maintained. “Why can 
not the government simply say that it will not 
lift subsidies on bread, tbe fad is that they want 
to lift them,” Mn Tkl argued. 

Bread in Jordan is so much cheaper than in 
neighbouring countries, that, according to 
recent reports, h is even smuggled outside the 
Kingdom. Though the price of wheat on tbe 
international market has increased fourfold 
since 1994, flour and bread prices in Jordan 
have not and the government so far has contin- 
ued to subsidise the 400.000 tonnes of flour 
Jordanians consume yearly. 

According' to tbe Mimstiy of Finance, gov- 
ernment subsidies for die current fiscal year are 
expected to amount to JD190 millioii, five 
times higher than the JD 38 million allocated 
by tiie state budget for subsidies. 
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Russian troops dig in for 
threatened Chechen attacks 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Russian troops in Che- 
chenya braced for attacks 
Sunday as a deadline set by 
separatist rebels for the 
removal of army check- 
points passed with the army 
defiantly refusing to dis- 
mantle its roadblocks. 

Mutual recriminations 
threaten to reignite violence 
in the province and mar last 
week’s election victory by 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
which was partly won at the 
price of a hasty truce last 
month with the indepen- 
dence-seeking guerrillas. 

Some rebel leaders threat- 
ened lost week to mount 
new attacks if the check- 
points were not removed by 
Sunday, in line with the 
ceasefire deal. But the Rus- 
sian army, in its turn, accus- 
es the separatists of bad 
faith and says the road- 
blocks must stay. 

“So far they have not ful- 
filled a single point of their 
agreement," Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Roman Sokolovksy. 
the army’s chief spokesman 
in Chechenya, cold Interfax 
News Agency, saying it 
would not remove its check- 
points. 

“We've had no order to 
dismantle our command 


post. We're always ready 
for an attack at any minute," 
Major Nikolai Popov told 
Reuters as his Omon com- 
mandos built sandbag rein- 
forcements around their 
concrete bunker in the 
regional capital, Grozny. 

Locals say troops at 
checkpoints harass them 
and extort bribes. Russia 
says they are vital to control 
the guerrillas. 

Two servicemen died and 
two were wounded in one of 
12 armed clashes in 24 
hours to Sunday morning — 
a not unusual toll despite 
the ceasefire. Troops guard- 
ing official sites in central 
Grozny said they took part 
in an intense firefigbt 
overnight 

There were signs, howev- 
er, that the detente which 
prevailed in the run-up to 
the presidential election is 
not yet dead. 

The persona] representa- 
tive in Chechenya of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s new Security 
Council secretary, Alexan- 
der Lebed, was planning to 
meet separatist leaders Sun- 
day, Russian news agencies 
said. 

Quoting an official on his 
staff, Interfax said Sergei 
Drogush might meet sepa- 


ratist Chief-of-Staff Aslan 
Maskhadov. 

Gen. Lebed has said he 
plans to visit Chechenya 
with new ideas. 

He was appointed to run 
the powerful Security 
Council after coming third 
in the first round of the elec- 
tion and backing Mr. Yeltsin 
against Communist Genna- 
dy Zyuganov in the July 3 
runoff. 

A tough-talking reserve 
general, Gen. Lebed has 
already secured the sacking 
of Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev and other Kremlin 
hawks who appeared to 
favour force over talks in 
Chechenya. 

Interfax said Saturday that - 
Vyacheslav Tikhomirov, the 
hardline army commander 
in Chechenya, was also to 
replaced soon. 

The head of the Moscow- 
backed Chechen govern- 
ment, Doku Zavgayev, told 
Interfax he was ready to 
meet separatist leader Ze- 
limkban Yandarbiyev at any 
time as part of inter-Che- 
chen peace talks. He has 
previously dismissed Mr. 
Yandarbiyev as an outlaw. 

The rebels view Mr. Zav- 
gayev, the Soviet-era Che- 
chen leader, as a quisling 


and have insisted on dealing 
directly with Moscow. 

Mr. Zavgayev said Wed- 
nesday’s election results in 
the region showed— strong 
opposition to the rebels’ 
claim for independence. 

But observers cast grave 
doubts on the conduct of the 
poll. 

The peace deal also calls 
for all troops to leave Che- 
chenya by Sept. 1, after 
which free elections are to 
be held. There are disagree- 
ments, however, over when 
the rebels should disarm. 

Major Popov, sporting 
oversize sunglasses and an 
automatic rifle, said he 
doubted be or many others 
would be home soon. So far 
only 3,000 of at least 48,000 
troops have left Chechenya. 

“My gut feeling is maybe 
the troops will leave gradu- 
ally, but it will take years. 
Certainly not less than in 
Afghanistan,” he said, refer- 
ring to the nine-year Soviet 
intervention there. 

Over 30,000 people, 
mostly civilians, have died 
in Chechenya since Mr. 
Yeltsin sent in the army in 
December 1994. 


Canada AIDS forum opens 
amid scientific optimism 


VANCOUVER, British Co- 
lumbia (R) — AIDS resear- 
chers stan the largest-ever 
conference on the disease 
Sunday with a new sense of 
optimism over scientific 
breakthroughs even as the 
killer virus continues to 
rage, infecting five people 
every minute. 

The week-long Utb 
International Conference on 
AIDS in Vancouver, Cana- 
da. will be the biggest in an 
annual series of AIDS gath- 
'erings; drawing 15,000 re- 
searchers. people with 
AIDS, activists, policymak- 
ers and journalists. 

“We have our first glim- 
mers of hope in a long 
time,” said conference co- 
chair Dr. Martin Schechter. 
“But we don’t want people 
to think we have the disease 
licked. We are far from it 
Our goal is complete world- 
wide prevention and com- 
plete worldwide cure." 

After a decade of disap- 
pointment researchers have 
recently reported a flurry of 


major advances against 
IDf 


AIDS and their findings are 
expected to be the highlight 
of the Vancouver confer- 
ence. Some scientists are 
even daring to speculate 
that these gains may one 
day lead to a cure. 

But they emphasise that 
many hurdles remain, and 
new data released on the 
eve of the conference 
showed the killer pandemic 
continues to spread relent- 
lessly. 

The United Nations esti- 
mated 21.8 million people 
around the world are living 
with HIV or AIDS. About 
8,500 more people are in- 
fected daily — five every 
minute — with the Human 


Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) that causes AIDS. 

Since the global pandemic 
took hold in the early 
19S0s. 5.8 million people 
have died of the disease, 
which destroys the imm une 
system. 

In the United States, the 
Centres for Disease Control 
issued new statistics Satur- 
day that suggested the rate 
of AIDS infection appears 
to be stabilising. But it said 
these statistics show an un- 
acceptably high level, with 
about one in 300 Americans 
carrying the virus. 

"On a global scale, the 
epidemic is still out of con- 
trol despite its tenuous ’sta- 
bilisation’ in the United 
States and in certain devel- 
oped countries. Further- 
more, major gaps in our 
knowledge still exist,” said 
AIDS researcher Anthony 
Fauci of of U.S. National 
Institutes of Health. 

Even so, Mr. Fauci and 
other researchers believe 
there is good reason for 
optimism. Among develop- 
ments that have helped dis- 
pel despair are remarkable 
results from a new type of 
drug introduced this year. 

These new drugs, called 
protease inhibitors, block an 
enzyme crucial to the multi- 
plication of the virus. Tests 
so far have shown that when 
taken in multi-drug “cock- 
tails'’ including the medi- 
cine AZT. protease inhibi- 
tors have reduced the 
amount of HIV in the blood 
for long periods. 

“These combinations real- 
ly are powerful... There is a 
lot of reason for optimism.” 
said researcher David Ho of 
the Aaron Diamond Centre 
in New York. 


However. AIDS activists 
warn against building false 
hopes, especially in view of 
past disappointments over 
treatments that showed 
early promise. “We have to 
be careful to position our- 
selves between hope and 
denial,” said Canadian 
AIDS activist Am Schilder. 

As the conference gets 
under way Sunday, people 
with AIDS and activists 
plan a march and a minute 
of silence to commemorate 
those who have died from 
die disease. 

Activists, a potent force in 
the politics of public health, 
have threatened demonstra- 
tions throughout the confer- 
ence to draw attention to 
their demands for intensi- 
fied research, government 
policy changes and allega- 
tions of profiteering by drag 
companies. 

In addition to research on 
new drugs, the conference 
will feature recent advances 
in tests to determine the 
amount of virus present in 
the body, known as viral 
load. This is seen by many 
scientists to be the best indi- 
cator of how quickly a per- 
son will progress to frill- 
blown AIDS. 

In addition, researchers 
will highlight recent labora- 
tory attempts to make cells 
resistant to HIV through 
gene therapy the so-far dis- 
appointing search for an 
AIDS vaccine studies of 
people with HIV who re- 
main AIDS-free for many 
years and the testing of 
foams that kill the virus on 
contact, which may become 
a key prevention tool in 
developing countries. 


No end in sight for British 
royal divorce wrangle 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Princess Diana 
is studying divorce terms offered by heir to 
the throne Prince Charles, her spokes- 
woman said Saturday. 

The prince is widely believed to have 
offered his estranged wife a divorce settle- 
ment worth between £10 and £20 million 
(SI 5-30 million). 

Princess Diana's spokeswoman Jane 
Atkinson told reporters: “The princess is 
still considering the proposals received 
Thursday evening and no decision has yet 
been reached.” 

Her lawyer Anthony Julius said no state- 
ment would be made before Monday at the 
earliest. 

The timing of any announcement would 
be sensitive because South African 
President Nelson Mandela begins a four- 
day state visit to Britain Tuesday, during 
which he will be a guest of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

British Sunday newspapers said the pro- 
posed settlement had run into trouble. 

The Mail On Sunday said the princess 
wanted more money, adding that she feared 
she might be forced to move out 


of 


Kensington Palace in central London and 
that her future role was still not clearly 
defined. 

The Sunday Mirror said Princess Diana 
strongly disliked a clause in the agreement 
which would forbid her from making any 
"kiss and tell" disclosures about her 15-year 
marriage. 

If the princess accepts the proposed set- 
tlement, the marriage could be over within 
weeks. 

The 47-year-old prince would apply to the 
divorce court on the grounds that they had 
been separated for more than two years. 
After a waiting period of six weeks, the 
marriage would be finally over. 

Princess Diana and Prince Charles would 
continue to share equal access to their sons. 
Princes William and Harry. However bitter 
the break, she will always remain at the 
heart of the royal family because she is the 
mother of the future King William. 

Princess Diana. 35, has said she wants to 
be an unofficial ambassador for Britain and 
what she termed a "queen of people’s 
hearts.” 


After flood, 
water 
shortages 
hit Chinese 
town 


HENGCHUN, China 
(AFP) — Days after being 
badly hit by floods, the res- 
idents of Hengchun badly 
need a lot of water now fen: 
a major clean-up operation. 

The water supply in 
Hengchun, in the eastern 
province of Zhejiang, was 
restored Friday but 
amounts to little more than 
a trickle in many homes, 
while electricity was re- 
connected Saturday. 

“We have no water to 
wash away the mud,” said 
one resident, as he waded 
in rubber boots through one 
of the main streets in Heng- 
chun. 110 kilometres 
southwest of the provincial 
capital Hangzhou. 

Furniture and belongings 
were heaped up outside 
homes waiting to be 
washed. 

“This is all the water that 
we get.” said Xu Yin a, a 
partner in a fashion depart- 
ment store, pointing to a 
pail of water carried by his 
wife, Shou Yueying. 

Ms. Shou poured water 
sparingly from a red plastic 
scoop for her husband to 
wash away mud from a 
bamboo partition. In no 
time, the bucket was emp- 
tied and again put under the 
trickle of water coming 
from the tap. 

Mr. Xu and his wife spent 
five days clearing mud 
from the barn-like store 
after waters from the Fen- 
shui River retreated Wed- 
nesday. 

Further down the street, 
Tai Xiangliang and his col- 
leagues were washing Chi- 
na bowls in wooden basins 
outside another large store. 

“We have been cleaning 
up for two days. We are 
almost done now,” said Tai. 
His employer said he lost 

5.000 yuan (S580) worth of 
stock in the flood, but 
seemed happy to have lim- 
ited the damage. 

"This year I lost less 
because we were able to 
move most of the stock to a 
safe place. Last year I lost 

10.000 yuan.” he said. 
Residents said the Fen- 

shui River, which has its 
source in Tianmu Moun- 
tain, rose rapidly on June 
30 after a single day of 
heavy rain. 

At midnight Qian Hai- 
liang, his wife. son. daugh- 
ter-in-law and daughter had 
to climb out of the roof of 
their two-storey brick and 
concrete house perched on 
the river embankment. 

The 51 -year-old sailor 
and his son swam to safety 
while the women were 
evacuated by boat 


Passenger John Guerin shot this photo of the damaged left engine of Delta Flight 1288 
while making an emergency exit from the airplane after the aborted takeoff of the 
MD-88 in Pensacola Saturday (Renter photo) 


Mother and son killed in 
U.S. plane engine accident 


PENSACOLA, Honda (R) 
— A mother and her 12- 
year-old son died and five 
other passengers were in- 
jured Saturday when an 
engine on a Delta Air Lines 
MD-88 blew apart on the 
runway, sending shrapnel 
through the aircraft, offi- 
cials said. 

Killed were Anita and 
Nolan Saxton of Scottville, 
Michigan, who were seated 
in row 37 in the back of the 
aircraft. Delta spokesman 
Bill Berry told reporters at a 
briefing in Atlanta Saturday 
night. They were travelling 
with several other family 
members, he said. 

They were among the 147 
passengers and crew mem- 
bers aboard the twin-engine 
aircraft when the plane 
skidded to a stop about 450 
metres down the runway, a 
spokesman for the Pensa- 
cola Regional Airport said. 

The unusual incident 
aboard Delta Flight 1288 
occurred as foe eight-year- 
old airplane was taxiing for 
takeoff to Atlanta at about 
2:20 p.m.cdt (1930 GMT). 

Although witnesses re- 
ported hearing a loud 
sound, followed by flames 
in foe engine. Delta officials 
declined to call it an explo- 
sion and described it as an 
engine “disintegration.” 

“This is a first occurrence 
for us,” Mr. Berry said. 
“There was a major failure 
of the engine that resulted in 
parts of foe engine leaving 
the cowling, which normal- 
ly will stop any parts, and 
penetrating foe fuselage." 

Witnesses on the full air- 
plane, which was loaded 
with Fourth of July Inde- 
pendence Day holiday pas- 
sengers, reported a loud 
banging noise from the left 
engine, brief flames that 
erupted from the engine, 
smoke in the cabin and 
shrapnel frying throughout 
foe rear of foe aircraft. 

The plane used emer- 
gency chutes to evacuate 
about three dozen fright- 
ened passengers, Mr. Berry 
said. After the small engine 
fire was quickly contained, 
the crew ushered the 
remaining passengers out of 
foe airplane using its stairs. 

“There was just a cloud of 
smoke that came down and 
you saw people go down 
and saw people panic,” pas- 
senger John Madden told 



Rescue workers remove the body of a passenger on 
Delta Flight 1288 from the rear of the airplane 
Saturday in Pensacola. Two people were killed and at 
least five were injured when the left engine ‘disinte- 
grated’ on takeoff and sharpnel penetrated the air- 
craft’s fuselage. The plane carried 142 passengers and a 
crew of five (Renter photo) 


WEAR-TV in Pensacola. 
“It was pretty frantic ... 
People were screaming just 
trying to get out of the air- 
plane." 

“As foe pilot hit the gas to 
accelerate, the engine blew 
... and shrapnel went flying 
through the aircraft," he 
added. 

Three people were taken 
to Baptist Hospital for treat- 
ment and two others were 
rushed to Sacred Heart 
Hospital with minor in- 
juries, hospital spokeswo- 
men confirmed. Only one of 
the injured was listed in 
serious condition, a man 
with a broken leg, hospital 
officials said. 

A pregnant woman and 
her small child were also 
taken to a hospital as a pre- 
caution but did not require 
treatment, a spokesman for 
the airport said. 

A total of 142 passengers 
plus 'five crew members 
were on the flight at foe 
time of the incident in 
Florida's panhandle, offi- 
cials said. 

The damaged engine had 


been overhauled late last 
year and was installed on 
the MD-8S in January. The 
engine had logged 1,528 
hours of service since then, 
Mr. Berry said. 

The same type of Pratt 
Whitney engine, known as 
the JT8D- 219 series, is 
used by many Boeing 727s 
and 737s, and Mr. Berry 
described it as “a workhorse 
engine that has been around 
for many, many years.” 

Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration officials said they 
were investigating. A team 
from the National Trans- 
portation Safety Board was 
to arrive in Pensacola later 
Saturday evening. 

Delta said it was review- 
ing maintenance records of 
the airplane and its Pratt 
Whitney engines, which 
Mr. Berry described as hav- 
ing a good safety record. 

“We've had no reason to 
believe that there is a prob- 
lem. We've not had any 
experience like this," he 
said. 

Delta has about 120 MD- 
88s in its fleet. 



Richard O’Grady is comforted by family members after the aborted takeoff of Delta 
Flight 1288 in Pensacola Saturday. Mr. O'Grady was one of the 142 passengers on the 
Bight when the left engine of the MD-88 exploded ( Reuter photo) 


Stressed Indian 
officials get time 
off to meditate 3 


BOMBAY (R) — Senior 
bureaucrats in India’s most 
industrialised state have 
been given time off for 
meditation to deal with job- 
related stress, the Times of 
India newspaper reported 
Sunday. The newspaper 
said a recent ruling by the 
Western state of Maha- 
rashtra would allow offi- 
cials over the age of 45 to 
take an expenses-paid fort- 
night off every three years 
to study the “Vipassana - ’ 
technique of meditation. 
More than 2,500 years old, 
the technique was original- 
ly practised by Gautama^ 
Buddha, the founder of the 
Buddhist religion. Govern- 
ment officials said pressure 
from superiors to accom- 
plish difficult goals with 
tough deadlines created 
tensions. “Now the govern- 
ment has recognised foe 
need to create a work at- 
mosphere totally free of 
tension,” state Social Sec- 
retary Ratnakar Gaikwad 
said. Mr. Gaikwad said he 
had urged the government 
to introduce measures to 
help officials deal with job- 
related stress shortly after 
two top-level bureaucrats 
died suddenly at work two 
years ago. 
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English, Russian 
most useful 
European 
languages 
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BRUSSELS (R) — Eng- 
lish has outstripped all 
other languages in being 
understood by European 
Union (EU) citizens, but 
Russian is foe most popular 
language across the conti- 
nent, a survey released 
Thursday shows. The poll, 
by the EU's statistics office 
Eurostat, shows one in 
three of the 15-nation 
bloc's citizens cl aim to 
speak English well enough 
to be understood. French 
can be understood by 15 
per cent of EU citizens and 
German by nine per cent 
But if the EU’s 286 million 
citizens were added to 
Eastern Europe's 269 mil- 
lion, Russian would over- 
take all other languages as 
the most widely under- 
stood with 35 per cent. 
English was next with 28 
per cent and German and 
French with 20 and 17 per*’" 
cent respectively. The sur- 
vey said citizens of the 
Benelux countries — Bel- 
gium, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg — were the 
most polylingual. 
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U.K. archbishop 
attacks decline in 
morals 
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LONDON <R) — The 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Friday spoke out against a 
decline in morals, saying 
religion had been reduced 
to a hobby in Britain and 
society would perish unless 
the difference between 
right and wrong was 
taught. Dr George Carey, 
head of the Anglican 
Church and its 70 million 
members worldwide, said 
morality seemed to have 
become a case of personal 
choice. “It’s a do-it-your- 
self approach. We’ve lost a 
sense of right and wrong.” 
he told BBC Radio. “What 
I want to do is to start aj 
debate which looks at foe 
whole of morality and how 
we can form children to 
grow up as moral and 
responsible agents in soci- 
ety." Arch. Carey later 
delivered a keynote speech 
in the House of Lords, foe 
upper chamber of Britain’s 
parliament, on society’s 
moral and spiritual well- 
being in which he com- 
plained that God was "be- 
ing banished to the realm 
of the private hobby." 
Church attendances in Bri- 
tain have fallen steadily 
since the turn of foe centu- 
ry and Arch. Carey said 
many people now found it 
embarrassing to talk about 
religion or morality in pub- 
lic. A poll published by th* 
Daily Telegraph newspaper 
Friday suggested only one 
in five people believed Bri- - v 
tain had a common set of 
moral standards and nearly 
75 per cent thought too 
much moral choice was left 
to individuals. ■■ - - 
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Sri Lankan troops take 10 Tamils 
after Tiger suicide bombing 







COLOMBO (AFP) — At 
least 10 Tamils in northern 
Sri Tuni ca have been arrest- 
ed in connection with the 
killings of 36 people last 
week by a suicide bomber, 
defence sources said 
Sunday. 

Troops have been round- 
ing up those suspected of 
being linked to the woman 
who staged the devastating 
attack aimed at Housing 
Minister Nimal Siripala De 
Silva Thursday, the sources 
said. Mr. De Silva survived 
the attack. 

The sources said the bom- 
ber, ■ who strapped explo- 
sives around her stomach to 
give the impression that she 
was pregnant, could be 
identified because her head 
remained fairly intact and 
had been brought here for 
forensic tests. 

Thursday’s attack in 
J affna, the former citadel of 
the rebel liberati on Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), was 
the first attack against a 
politician since troops cap- 
tured the region after a 
series of operations begun 
in October. 

“There is a lot of coopera- 
tion from the public and we 


are getting more and more 
information about the sui- 
cide bomber,” a defence 
official here said. Among 
(hose killed and wounded in 
the blast were a large num- 
ber of Tamil civilians. 

Two forensic experts from 
the government analysts' 
department flew to Jaffna, 
400 kilometres north of 
here, and flew back to Co- 
lombo over the weekend, 
officials said. 

The Defence Ministry 
said in a statement that the 
LTTE had chosen a public 
gathering to attack the hous- 
ing minister knowing that 
heavy civilian casualties 
could result. 

Among those killed in the 
blast was the army's top 
commander for Jaffna, Bri- 
gadier An an da Haman- 
goda, whose re mains were 
to be cremated with full mi- 
litary honours at a public 
park in the north-western 
town of Kurunegala Sun- 
day. 

“The selection of the tar- 
get site was done by (Tiger 
supremo Velupillai) 

Prabhakaran for maximum 
effect and publicity,” the 
ministry said in a statement 


For its part, the LTTE did 
not directly claim responsi- 
bility for the bombing but 
the group's clandestine ra- 
dio, the Voice ofTigers, said 
a woman suicide bomber 
riding a motorcycle carried 
out the attack. 

Mr. Prahakaran has hailed 
his band of suicide bombers 
. as the group's deadliest 
weapon against government 
forces, Tamil sources said 
Saturday after monitoring 
the rebel radio. 

In a statement to mark the 
ninth anniversary of the first 
Tiger suicide bombing, he 
said the elite bombers were 
their protective armour. 

Suicide bombers known 
as Black Tigers have carried 
out more than a dozen 
attacks and have been 
blamed for the killings of 
nearly 200 people, includ- 
ing Sri Lankan President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa and 
former Indian Premier Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

“Black Tigers are the self- 
protective armour of our 
race. They are the men of 
flame who can destroy the 
enemy’s armed strength by 
their brain strength,” Mr. 
Prabhakaran said over the 


clandestine Voice of Tigers 
radio Friday. 

The Tigers said a large 
number of Tamil civilians 
carried portraits of suicide 
cadres who had carried out 
attacks in the past nine 
years and staged religious 
ceremonies to invoke bless- 
ings on them. 

Black Tigers dine with 
Tiger supremo Prabhakaran 
and pose for photographs 
the night before carrying 
out their final kamikaze - 
style missions. 

The commitment of Tiger 
fighters to their violent 
campaign for an indepen- 
dent homeland in the north- 
east has earned them the 
grudging admiration of 
even their bitter foes, the Sri 
Lankan securi ty for ces. 

The first LTTE suicide 
bombing was against an 
army camp at Nelliyadi in 
the Jaffna peninsula on July 
5, 1987. A Black Tiger 
known as Captain Miller 
drove an explosives-laden 
truck into the camp, killing 
at least 39 soldiers. 

Sinc e then, the list of 
LTTE suicide attacks has 
grown steadily, adding 
more high-profile victims. 
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SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria 
played host Saturday to a 
landmark meeting of Bal- 
kan foreign countries that 
aims to map a peaceful fu- 
ture path for a region best 
known for historic feuds 
and bloody conflicts. 

But Macedonia’s last- 
minute withdrawal from the 
conference due to a bitter, 
long-running row with 
Greece over its name 
brought a timely reminder 
of the unresolved issues that 
still bedevil the Balkan 
peninsula. 

“This meeting is an 
expression of our political 
wul...to strengthen regional 
stability, security and coop- 
eration on die basis of the 
principles of good neigh- 
bourliness.” Bulgarian 
Prime Minister Zhan Vide- 
nov told the conference. 

He said he hoped the gath- 
ering would also give an 
“additional impulse” to the 
peace process in former 
Yugoslavia and thereby 
contribute to the region’s 
wider stability. 

Ministers from Albania, 
Bosnia. Bulgaria, Greece, 
Romania, Turkey and rump 
Yugoslavia attended the 
meeting in the huge Com- 
munist-era National Cong- 
ress Centre. 

The ex- Yugoslav repub- 
lics of Croatia and Slovenia, 


Hungary and Italy sent ob- 
servers, while officials from 
the contact group nations 
for ex- Yugoslavia — Bri- 
tain. France, Germany, Rus- 
sia and the United States — 
were also present 

Macedonia's delegation 
pulled out after efforts to 
find a compromise formula 
over its name broke down. 

Greece objects to the 
name Macedonia, which it 
says implies territorial 
claims on its own northern 
province of that name. The 
Macedonian delegation 
refused to attend under its 
U.N. name of the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM). 

Greek Foreign Minister 
Theodoras Pangalos, noting 
that Skopje had accepted 
the FYROM appellation at 
other international forums, 
said he regretted the Ma- 
cedonian decision. 

Albania’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Arian Starova 
drew attention to another 
thorny Balkan issue when 
he urged delegates not to 
neglect Kosovo, the trou- 
bled Serbian province with 
a mainl y Albanian popula- 
tion. 

He said Kosovo could 
turn into a worse nightmare 
than Bosnia if left to fester. 

The international commu- 
nity’s high representative 


for Bosnia, Carl Bildt, said 
the meeting was a useful 
step towards integrating 
Balkan economies. 

“Peace comes through 
integration and we have 
seen a regrettable absence 
of both in southeastern Eu- 
rope,” he said. 

Other speakers focused on 
a need to increase regional 
trade and investment and to 
develop projects in the 
fields of transport, energy 
and telecbmunications. 

Turkey's Deputy Foreign 
Minister Onur Oymen 
called for a regional cam- 
paign against organised 
crime, noting that the Bal- 
kans was a key route for 
drugs passing from the 
Middle East to Western 
Europe. 

Sofia-based diplomats 
said the conference, chaired 
by Bulgarian Foreign Mi- 
nister Georgj Pirinski, was 
unlikely to produce con- 
crete initiatives, given the 
degree of continued mis- 
trust and rivalry between 
some participants. 

“But the fact it is going 
ahead at all. despite set- 
backs like the Macedonian 
pull-out, has a symbolic im- 
portance and perhaps they 
can build up the impetus to 
turn the meetings into a reg- 
ular event,” one diplomat 
told Reuters. 


NLD gathers steam under the 
thumb of Burmese military 


of war’ 

DIPOLOG, Philippines 
(AFP) — An estimated 
10.000 Christians, display- 
ing small inverted Philip- 
pine flags to signify a state 
of war, rallied at the town 
plaza here Sunday to ex- 
press opposition to a pro- 
posed peace deal with 
Muslim rebels. 

The rally is the latest in a 
wave of protests that ana- 
lysts said could derail the 
fragile interim peace ag- 
reement with the Mora 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF), the main Muslim 
rebel group, reached dur- 
ing peace talks last month. 

In Manila, President Fi- 
del Ramos dispatched In- 
terior Secretary Robert 
Barbers to Dipolog, capital 
of the southern province of 
Zamboanga Del Norte, to 
urge local leaders and resi- 
dents to put off the protest 
move of displaying invert- 
ed blue- and- red flags. 

He ordered Mr. Barbers 
ro file sedition charges 
against those who violate 
the law by displaying the 
flag with the red field over 
die blue one — a move 
allowed only when the 
country is in a state of war 
with another nation. 

Displaying it in that posi- 
tion during peacetime con- 
stitutes sedition. 


LONDON (AFP) — South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela confirmed Sunday 
he would step down at the 
end of his first tenn in 
office in 1999, and backed 
his deputy Thabo Mbeki to 
succeed him. 

“Yes I do intend to step 
down,” Mr. Mandela, who 
starts a four-day state visit 
to Britain Tuesday, told the 
BBC. 

“A man of 81 cannot real- 
ly lead a robust country 
such as ours. Our young 
democracy would require a 
comparatively young lead- 
ership, and we have excel- 
lent material in the ANC,” 
he said. 

Mr. Mandela said it was 
not for him to designate a 
successor, but said he would 
support the ruling African 
National Congress if it 
chose Mr. Mbeki to replace 
him. 

“This is something that 
will be decided by the 
organisation but he (Mbeki) 
is a very talented and influ- 
ential person. 

“He is very popular and if 
the organisation elected him 
I would feel that they have 
made the correct decision,” 
he said. 

The 77-year-old president 
added: “I have not the sligh- 
test doubt that the young 
people who are leading this 
organisation will probably 
stand head and shoulders 
above the present president 
when they will be given the 
opportunity to lead." 

When he leaves the presi- 
dency just before the new 
millennium, Mr. Mandela 
said he hoped to devote 
himself to lus family: “My 
hope is that I will have the 
time to sit down and be able 
to advise my grandchildren 
as they grow up and also 1 


would like to do a little bit 
of farming. 

‘7 will not be able to have 
any income and I must be 
able to support myself. I 
don’t want to sit down 
along the street and start 
begging,” he quipped. 

Asked if he had consider- 
ing writing his memoirs of 
his time as head of state, 
Mr. Mandela said: “It is 
always a possibility. I have 
kept some notes of the pres- 
idential years and it is cer- 
tainly a possibility, but to 
write a book is a long 
process." 

ANC, IFP discuss 
merger 

Meanwhile leaders of the 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) and the 
Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP) in the 
troubled Kwazulu-Natal 
province are backing a mer- 
ger of the two rival parties, 
Johannesburg's Sunday 
times newspaper said. 

A merger, which “could 
be the most significant 
political realignment in 
South Africa in decades,” is 
supported by Kwazulu-Na- 
tal ANC leader Jacob Zuma 
and the IFP’s Provincial 
Public Works Minister Ce- 
lani Mtetwa, among other 
officials, the newspaper 
said. 

The Sunday Times quoted 
Mr. Zuma as saying: “There 
is no reason why the (recent 
peace) we have forged now 
cannot lead to a merger 
between our parties ... A 
merger will go a long way 
to cementing unity in this 
province.” 

Mr. Mtetwa said: “When 
we first got together the aim 
was to achieve peace, but 
now our discussions have 


gone so well that unity is 
now possible.” 

National Arts, Culture and 
Sciences Minister Ben 
Ngubane. who is a senior 
IFP official, also supports 
unity discussions, according 
to the Sunday limes report. 

In addition to the officials, 
the newspaper quoted sev- 
eral IFP and ANC hawks 
and warlords “in the fore- 
front of the bloody war” as 
supporting the merger. 

These include the IFP’s 
Mtetwa and David Ntoro- 
bela, who was branded one 
of the world’s 30 most dan- 
gerous warlords by a British 
newspaper in 1993. 

“It is our people who are 
‘ dying, and' there is ho rea- 
son why we cannot resolve 
this conflict and work 
together with the ANC 
again,” Mr. Ntombela told 
tire newspaper. 

Mr. Ntombela and ANC 
warlord Sifiso Nkabinde are 
members of a committee 
headed by Mr. Zuzna and 
Mr. Mtetwa which is meet- 
ing with leaders and sup- 
porters in the province to 
tell them the war between 
the parties is over. 

IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, however, was 
“cautious” in his statement 
to the Sunday limes, saying 
that reconciliation would be 
more likely if constitutional 
differences between the 
ANC and IFP were solved. 

Nearly 20,000 people 
have died — including 300 
since February — in II 
years of fighting betweeen 
ANC and IFP supporters in 
Kwazulu-Natal. 

Violence subsided some- 
what about two weeks prior 
to the province's June 26 
local government elections, 
but peace monitors said 
long-standing tensions still 


remain. 

Last week, IFP Secretary 
General Ziba Jiyane said the 
IFP stood a “fifty-fifty” 
chance of leaving Nelson 
Mandela's national coali- 
tion government 

Mr. Jiyane said a walkout 
would not be related to die 
June departure from gov- 
ernment of Frederick Wil- 
lem De Klerk’s conserva- 
tive National Party, which 
would become the only ma- 
jor opposition party if the 
ANC and IFP were to 
merge. 

Mr. Zuma told the Sunday 
Times that issues that 
caused the IFP’s original 
split from the ANC in 1979 

— disagreement over the 
ANC’s pro-sanction stance 
as well as their use of an 
“armed struggle” against 
die apartheid government 

— no longer existed. 

Both parties are now 

working together to bring 
peace to the province, Mr. 
Zuma said 

Sbu Ndebele, an ANC 
official and Kwazulu-Natal 
provincial cabinet minister 
said: “It is only a matter of 
time now. It is a historical 
fact that the IFP and the 
ANC are one organisation. 
Once we have resolved our 
differences we will be 
together again.” 

According to the Sunday 
Tunes, several obstacles 
stand in the way of a unity 
deal between the ANC and 
IFP. 

IFP stalwarts such as 
member of parliament Wal- 
ter Felgate and IFP advisor 
Mario Ambrosini still fa- 
vour “institutional conflict” 
with the ANC, the newspa- 
per said 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Burma’s military 
has kepi its firm grip on power since Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s release from detention a year 
ago, but the opposition leader says her 
democracy movement is slowly gathering 
steam. 

After she was unexpectedly freed from 
almost six years of house arrest on July 10 
last year. Aims San Suu Kyi announced to 
the world that apart from her release, “noth- 
ing else has changed." , 

A year later, during which her National 
League for Democracy (NLD) and the mil- 
itary have been engaged in an almost con- 
stant stand-off. Ms. Suu Kyi says her 
assessment has been borne out by the 
junta’s continued strict control on the coun- 
try's politics. . 

“I think that what has happened in the 
past year is that my words, that nothing had 
changed, have been proved true,’ a tired- 
sounding Suu Kyi said in a telephone inter- 
view with AFP Friday. 

“There are those who claim that there 
have been some improvements, that there 
has been some progress towards democrat!- 
sation. But in fact there has been no 
"pr^grcss _ of _ lhar kind? 1- The Nobel Peace 
Prize winning laureate said. 

She said release from house arrest haa 
had a minimal impact on her day-to-day 
life, which remains under the scrutiny of 
military- intelligence, situated a stone s 
throw away across the road from her subur- 
ban home. „ , 

“I am just busier than I was before, she 
said. Ms. Suu Kyi, who is married to 
Englishman Michael Arts, said she had not 


seen her family since they visited for 
Christmas last December. 

The 51-year-old opposition leader is 
allowed discreet trips out of her compound 
in a car with tinted-black windows — tailed 
by a police car — bur has on a number of 
occasions been barred from making overt 
public appearances. 

Her days are packed with a gruelling 
stream of meetings with NLD officials and 
activists — a sign of the flurry of activity 
her party has been experiencing in the past 
year. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said the past 12 months had 
seen a resurgence of the NLD, which took 
the lion's share of seats in 1990’s abortive 
elections, but was left in disarray and riven 
by infighting in the military crackdown 
which followed the polls. 

“From our side, the National League for 
Democracy has become stronger and more 
active than it has been for years,” she said. 

The freeing from prison of leading party 
lights such as Tin Oo and Kyi Maung, both 
NLD vice-chairmen today, in the months 
ahead of her release had brought a strong 
leadership to the party, she said. 

However, she added that while the party 
was experiencing something of a renais- 
sance, members were under no illusions 
that they were home free. 

“Everyone in the NLD is prepared for 
arrest,” sbe said when asked if she expect- 
ed to be taken into custody by the authori- 
ties. 

“I have repeatedly said thai anyone in 
Burma can be arrested at any time.” 
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Plan to privatise — at last? 

HAD THE idea to privatise state-owned 
organisations been thought up only recent- 
ly, we would have been able to better under- 
stand an announcement made by the 
Minister of Information concerning the 
issue Saturday. The Cabinet has decided to 
put in place an institutionalised mechanism 
for dealing with the question of privatisa- 
tion, the minister said in the statement 
which he issued after a regular Cabinet 
meeting on Saturday evening. This basical- 
ly means that throughout the many years 
that have elapsed since the executive 
authority announced that it was planning to 
end its direct intervention in the economy, 
our officials really had no real intention, or 
a plan, to do so. All those years were wast- 
ed, it seems, just talking about the need and 
will to privatise without lifting a finger to 
see what the step means in actual and prac- 
tical terms. The necessity for adopting a 
clear and well-defined policy on the privati- 
sation of public sector enterprises and con- 
cern should have been realised long ago and 
not just in the Cabinet meeting on 
Saturday. What is at stake here is a consid- 
erable amount of taxpayers’ money that 
should have always been handled with 
utmost care and definitely within the frame- 
work of well-researched decisions that aim 
first and foremost to protect the interests of 
the state and its people. 

But now that an important first step has 
been taken, hopefully, what needs to be 
done is to ensure that the policy and mech- 
anism to be adopted will not be changed at 
a whim. Several governments have come 
and gone since the idea of privatising actu- 
ally came up. The problem, however, has 
invariably been that the way governments 
looked at and moved on the privatisation 
process ended with the end of term of the 
government in office. Simply put, institu- 
tionalisation of decision-making has always 
been lacking and the country consequently 
paid a price for it This government’s 
acknowledgement of the importance of 
planning and articulating mechanisms, at 
least in dealing with the privatisation issue, 
should therefore be commended, but only if 
they are also expanded to cover all aspects 
of the decision-making process in our coun- 
try. This is the only way to guarantee conti- 
nuity of policies and to put Jordan ou the 
right track towards the 21st century. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily discussed Palesdnian-Jordanian rela- 
tions in light of the Aqaba meeting between King 
Hussein and President Arafat, noting that the meet- 
ing was part of the two leaders’ continued consulta- 
tions regardim the new developments in the region in 
the wake of the Likud's rise ro power in Israel Both 
leaders realise that the peace process holds the key to 
security and stability, which are prerequisites for any 
economic progress in the region, and are keen to dis- 
play their total support for the continuation of this 
process and the attainment of a comprehensive 
peace, said the daily. Coming on the heels of an Arab 
summit held in Cairo, the Aqaba meeting is consid- 
ered a follow up to the two leaders’ efforts to bring 
about reconciliation among Arab leaders and 
reestablish solidarity among their governments and 
peoples, it added. 

BY APPOINTING Ariel Sharon in a ministerial post, 
Benyamin Netanyahu will be placing the future of 
his government in the hands of extremists who stop 
at nothing for tbe sake of achieving their goals, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. a writra for A1 Ra’i, Sunday. Not 
that Sharon is less aggressive and ill-natured than the 
other members of the Israeli cabinet, which includes 
so many extremists, but the man is so notorious for 
his atrocities against the Arabs, especially for his 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and lus responsibility 
for the massacring of Palestinian refugees in two of 
their camps, said the writer. Sharon, who is consid- 
ered a hero in the eyes of the Jewish settlers who lob- 
bied for including him in the government, is well 
known for his hostile stands against the Arabs and is 
notorious for leading the Zionists into building 
Jewish homes on Arab-owed lands, noted the writer. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Not by bread alone! 


A FEW DAYS ago, the minister of supply stated that the 
government has recently concluded a study on bread con- 
sumption in Jordan and found that there were significant 
distortions in the consumption of this necessary commod- 
ity. The minister then declared, in somehow ambiguous 
terms, that the government, in order to remove the distor- 
tions, is looking into several methods of doing away with 
tbe bread subsidy, such as replacing die subsidy with 
income transfers to the needy. Of course, the public 
immediately responded with outrage and the Cabinet had 
to retract its earlier statements on the subject. The issue is 
yet to be demystified and clear, unambiguous policy is 
badly needed in this regard. However, on tbe outset, 
income transfers may prove to be not a bad idea after all. 

Although accurate figures have not yet been released to 
tbe public, the cost of the bread subsidy to the treasury is 
around JD 100 million, which is a handsome amount rel- 
ative to our GDP and the government’s budget (JD 3,945 
and JD 1,613 million, respectively). Tbe government’s 
study claims that approximately JD 38 out of the JD 100 
million go into subsidising the wheat consumed by non- 
poor and well-to-do Jordanians, tourists, foreign labourers 
and livestock. In other words, the wheat subsidy, which is 
financed through borrowing, is going to those who do no 
need it and to non-Jordanians. The minister of supply, in 
order to correct these distortions, suggested that tbe bread 
subsidy will be lifted and in its place poor families will be 
given cash transfers of around JD 15 per person per year. 

In general, subsidies decrease the effective price for tbe 
consumer and subsidised commodities become inexpen- 
sive when compared to other, non-subs idised commodi- 
ties. Thus, people who originally consumed only small 
amounts of bread relative to rice, for example, will find 
themselves, regardless of their pre-subsidy preferences, 
more inclined to purchase greater quantities of bread and 
smaller quantities of rice. Tbe subsidy, therefore, is said to 
distort and bias the consumption pattern of the recipient. 
That is exactly what happened in Jordan as people started 
to purchase more bread than they actually needed and tbe 
government started to pay more and more in wheat subsi- 
dies. Matters became worse as the price of wheat 
increased worldwide due to the dominance of die World 
Trade Organisation and the removal of wheat subsidies in 
many countries. 

On the other hand, and from a purely economic per- 
spective, a direct income transfer allows the person to 
spend the money on whatever item is revealed most nec- 
essary in the choice bundle without distorting the prices of 
tbe commodities or biasing consumption in favour of one 
commodity over another. Furthermore, with a cash trans- 
fer the government ensures that tbe poor, not the wealthy 
or Don-needy, do receive tbe total welfare transfer with 
very little or minor distortions. 

Additionally, replacing the bread subsidy with a cash 
transfer keeps the government out of the business of shap- 


ing people’s consumption behaviour and influencing their 
consumption choices, a task which no government should 
ever assume. That is why so many prominent economists, 
including many Nobel laureates, have stressed that 
income transfers are better than commodity subsidies. 

The method of providing welfare through income trans- 
fers, instead of subsidies, has its own possible shortcom- 
ings: the income transfers may end up in the hands of rel- 
atives and friends of corrupt public officials; tbe transfers 
may be underestimated and not reflect subsidy equiva- 
lence, which hurts tbe poor; and the income transfer may 
not be indexed to the inflation rate and, thus, it may depre- 
date iu value in the medium to long-terms. Therefore, the 
government should ensure that new distributional abuses 
do not creep into the system; must estimate the transfers 
correctly and adjust these transfers periodically, in accor- 


“...from a purely economic per- 
spective , a direct income transfer 
allows the person to spend the 
money on whatever item is 
revealed most necessary in the 
choice bundle without distorting 
the prices of the commodities or 
biasing consumption in favour of 
one commodity over another 


dance with tbe inflation rate. 

The Ministry of Supply, if h wishes to replace the bread 
subsidy with income transfers, must first mate the study, 
which started all this fuss, available to the public and the 
media. Furthermore, tbe whole process must be made 
transparent from the very beginning in order to enhance 
trust between tbe government and the people. 

Clear, detailed announcements to the public by respon- 
sible government officials; discussion panels; seminars 
and well-devised and executed public awareness cam- 
paigns will, indeed, ensure the smoothness of policy 
in^lementation. -Otherwise, dangerous speculation aris- 
ing out of information incongruity, will lead to unwel- 
come results that may sabotage tbe whole Jordanian 
refrain programme. In addition, this may be a great 
chance for the present government to demonstrate that it 
has truly created a partnership with the citizen. 


Loyalty is key to Chernomyrdin’s survival 


Moscow (R) — Prime 
Minister Viktor 

Chernomyrdin, who looted 
set on Thursday to form 
Russia’s next government, 
has revealed yet again a 
remarkable capacity for 
survival beneath his dour 
exterior. 

Boris Yeltsin’s longest- 
serving minister, the thick- 
set former apparatchik and 
gas industry supremo has 
not only survived a string 
of cabinet and Kremlin 
sbakeups but won tbe con- 
fidence of tbe West as a 
steady pilot for Russia's 
economy. 

Workmanlike rather than 
flamboyant, and lacking 
tbe charisma of his boss, he 
remains a heartbeat away 
from supreme power in 
Russia as next in line 
should Mr. Yeltsin die. 

Under tbe constitution 
the prime minister would 
take over fra three months 
pending a new presidential 


election. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin sent 
shivers through world mar- 
kets with talk of regulating 
the economy when be 
replaced radical reformer 
Yegor Gaidar in 1992, in a 
compromise between Mr. 
Yeltsin and the framer, 
opposition-dominated 
Russian parliament. 

Bat he quickly adjusted 
his sights and dung on to 
both reformers and 
reforms, in accordance 
with his master’s wishes. 

Then last year, as the pain 
of International Monetary 
Fund-backed reform grew 
sharper, he was forced to 
let tbe reformist ministers 
go, one by one. 

Now 58, he has kept Mr. 
Yeltsin's trust, and his 
nomination was almost 
automatic when prelimi- 
nary results showed on 
Thursday that tbe president 
had been reelected. 

Russia's parliament has 


to approve a new prime 
minis ter. But the 
Communists and national- 
ists who dominate the 
lower chamber, the state 
duma, appeared ready to 
cooperate with Mr. 
Chranomyidin. 

Early this year, when Mr. 
Yeltsin was at a physical 
and political low, Mr. 
Chernomyrdin’s name was 
raised as a potential presi- 
dential candidate to stand 
against the Communists. 

But tbe bluff premier 
declined point-blank to 
oppose Mr. Yeltsin and 
campaigned loyally at his 
side. 

Asked on Thursday if be 
would run fox president in 
future, Mr. Chernomyrdin 
was charac t eristically non- 
committal. 

Tn tbe future? In tbe 
future we will work, we’U 
see, we won’t run ahead 
now” 

Viktor Stepanovich 


Chernomyrdin was bom in 
Orenburg, south of the Ural 
Mountains, on April 9, 
1938. 

The son of a tractor-dri- 
ver, he became a metal- 
worker after school. He 
joined the * Soviet 
Communist Party in 1961 
and worked his way up to 
join tbe central commit- 
tee’s industry department. 
He left the party in 1991. 

He worked in Russia's 
main oil-producing region, 
tyumen, in western Siberia, 
from 1983 to 1985 and 
became gas industry minis- 
ter in 1985 under Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Chernomyrdin beaded 
tbe state-owned gas com- 
pany gazprom from 1989 
to 1992, when be became 
deputy prime minister in 
charge of Russia’s energy 
sector and later prime min- 
ister. 

He is married with two 
sons. 


Human Rights File 


Why Jordanians 
are so politicised 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


PERHAPS JORDANI- 
ANS are among the most 
politicised people any- 
where In the world. We 
seem to think, talk, eat 
and sleep politics. Even 
our humour is politically 
oriented. So is our social 
life, including the times 
when we offer condo- 
lences or express congrat- 
ulations on weddings or 
school or university grad- 
uation days. Ninety nine 
per cent of our conversa- 
tions appear to zoom in on 
a domestic or foreign pol- 
icy issue as if there were 
no thin g else in life to 
attract our interest or con- 
cern. Why then are we 
politicised to the extent 
that every other human 
endeavour or pursuit 
always takes a backseat in 
our lives? 

part of the answer lies in 
our geography, which is 
generally dry and con- 
ducive to reflection and 
meditation. Had we had 
rivers, forests and other 
nature’s wonders, the 
interest of some of us, at 
least, could have been 
diverted to nature and its 
beauty. There could have 
been more outings and we 
would have spent less 
time socialising. 

As is, there is too much 
socialising in the country 
and this lends support to 
the need to develop inter- 
esting discussions. Of 
course, when people con- 
verse and socialise too 
much, the direction of the 
social discourse focuses 
on the most pressing 
issues and fra us, in 
Jordan, it always turns out 
to be politics. 

Politics are most impor- 
tant for us because we are 
-constantly reminded of it 
and bombarded with it. 
Our mass media, whether 
visual or audio, appears to 
be interested in politics 
only. 

We are constantly 
dished out dramatic flows 
of political information, 
our subconscious is tar- 
geted, directed by politi- 
cal considerations and sat- 
urated with it. 

Perhaps these are the 
simpler explanations for 
our infatuation with poli- 
tics. Tbe more substantive 
answers can be found in 
the political and economic 
history of our region and 
tbe four or five centuries 
of subjugation and retar- 
dation that preceded our 
independence and whose 
cumulative effect place ns 
still in the developing 
countries club in matters 
that count most 
Tbe glories and agonies 
of the past haunt us and 
have become part of our 


national and individual 
psyche. There is effective- 
ly no way that we can 
remain away from politi- 
cal considerations that 
played havoc with our 
lives, as people and 
nation, in the past 
Moreover, in Jordan, as 
elsewhere in tbe Middle 
East, the government is 
omnipotent, all encom- 
passing and big. This is a 
part of the world where 
tbe least government is 
neither the best nor the 
norm. When state bureau- 
cracy and apparatus deter- 
mine so much of our lives, 
it stands to reason that 
people would have to 
reckon and deal with it in 
an attempt to digest its’ 
ordinances and policies 
and keep abreast of them. 
Survival in Jordan, there- 
fore, calls on the people to 
stay political; stability and 
well-being of citizens are 
all affected and deter- 
mined by politics. So we 
either master tbe game or 
lose out Few make it, vnt 
most do not because our 
reading of tbe politics of 
our coon try was never 
correct or sufficient. 

On the other hand, con- 
ditions in our part of tbe 
world are not normal 
either. Until there is more 
normalcy in our lives, we 
are bound to remain 
hyper-political people. 
There is so much at stake 
for all of us. As native 
Jordanians, we are afraid 
that we will be swallowed, 
up by tbe Palestinian 
Jordanians, by their sheer 
number. With democracy 
consolidating all around 
us, there is a genuine anx- 
iety that democracy 
would one day be translat- 
ed into a Palestinian 
Jordanian tutelage. There' 
is already, concern about 
the economy of the coun- 
try being in the hands of 
new Jordanians. This con- 
cern is compounded by 
the realisation that Israel 
is bent on transferring 
more Palestinians to 
Jordan in order to consol- 
idate its grip on greater 
Israel. New Jordanians 
are equally afraid of 
becoming marginalised in 
centres of power and turn- 
ing effectively into sec- 
ond class citizens. 

To be sure, every coun- 
try and society suffer 
from ethnic, religious, 
political and economic 
phobias, but Jordan, and 
other countries in the 
region, seem to have a 
higher dosage of these 
problems. All these fac- 
tors lead us to be just an 
inch or two more politi- 
cised than others in order 
to survive and chart tbe 
course of our lives in the 
years ahead. 


LETTERS 


For good measure 


To the Editor 

f 

1 WOULD like to clarity some issues tackled in the 
article “International quality certification puts pressure 
on Jordanian pharmaceutical industry” (Jordan Times, 
July 1, 1996). 

The Jordanian pharmaceutical industry complies with 
international standards of Current Good Manufacturing 
Practices (CGMP). Hikma Pharmaceuticals is the first 
pharmaceutical company in the Arab World to obtain 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval. 
The FDA is tbe strictest international body regarding 
GMP regulations. 

GMP, as per FDA regulations, addresses several 
areas, including ’organisation and personnel, buildings 
and facilities equipment, control of components and 
drug product containers and closures, production and 
process control,, packaging and labelling control, hold- 
ing and distribution. 

In each area, certain set standard operating proce- 
dures (SOPs) are followed to assure strict abidence by 
CGM Practices (CGMP). 

In contrast wife ISG9000 certification, which 
addresses areas regarding the total quality management 
of tbe company which may or may not lead to a quali- 
ty product., the FDA regulations deal with the product, 
assuring the production of a safe and effective product. 

So IS09000 has nothing to do with the quality of the 
product it certifies tbe manufacturer not the products. 

Thus, a company in Jordan with FDA approval means 
that the pharmaceutical industry is well-advanced in 
the field of CGMP, rising to international standards ahd 
thus able to compete with international companies, 
even in the U.S.dhe world’s largest market). 


Tbe Jordanian pharmaceutical industry, having 
passed the rigid inspection of tbe FDA, could market its 
products anywhere in the world. 


Pharmacist Hi ba Zarou, 
Registration Manager, 
Hikma Pharmaceuticals, 
Amman. 


For lack of a paper 


To the Editor 

WITH REFERENCE to your article “International 
quality certification puts pressure on Jordanian phar- 
maceutical industry” (Jordan Tunes, July 1, 1996), I 
would like to add the following comments; 

The seminar that tackled this issue had as its main 
objective to stress the importance of the Good 
Manufacturing Practice (GMP) certificate for tbe 
Jordanian pharmaceutical industries. It came as a 
result of a study conducted by MMIS Management 
Consultants and sponsored by the Industrial 
Development Bank. La tbe study, it was emphasised 
that the Jordanian pharmaceutical industries will -be 
exposed to serious disadvantages for lack of GMP cer- 
tification, as only oik Jordanian pharmaceutical com- 
pany managed to certify only one of its products. 

Knowing this fact, and knowing foot all developed 


markets; which account for more than 85 per cent of the 
international markets, require the GMP certificate as a 
prerequisite for pharmaceutical products to enter their 
markets, puts a lot of pressure on the local companies. 
Almost all local pharmaceutical companies know this 
certificate is important, but face many problems trying 
to obtain it. The problems generally result from lack of 
know-how to effectively implement the GMP require- 
ments or of sufficient funds to cany out the essential 
modification required by tbe GMP. 

In its study, MMIS made a few recommendation in 
order to try solve these problems like the need to con- 
duct seminars on requirements of the GMP, providing 
echnical assistance, lowering tbe interest rate or giving 
interest-free loans to facilitate carrying out the neces- 
sary modifications and sponsoring the FDA visits to 
Jordan 


Nad Shabaro, 
Senior Researcher, 
MMIS, 
Amman. 


Tbe Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions tom 
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The Odyssey in Stone — a brilliant reconstruction 
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By Roderick Conway 
Morris 

ROME — The Roman his- 
torian Suetonius’s account 
of the reign of Tiberius 
(AD. 14-37) is now per- 
haps chiefly noted for the 
writer’s salacious detailing 
of the emperor’s alleged 
sexual excesses on Capri. 
But Suetonius also record- 
ed as among Tiberius' 
vices his addiction to Triv- 
ial Pursuit-type teasers on 
his pet subject, ancient 
mythology, such as: “Who 
was Hecuba’s mother?" 
and “What were the Sirens 
in the habit of singing?” 

In fact, Tiberius was 
undoubtedly a keen and 
accomplished classical 
scholar, and this goes some 
way to explaining what led 
him to create in a cave 
(spelunca in Latin) on the 
seashore at Sperlonga, 
about 120 kilometres south 
of Rome, an extraordinary 
marble scenario that has 
been dubbed an “Odyssey 
in Stone,” illustrating key 
episodes in Homer’s stay, 
this was smashed to 
smithereens by Abbot For- 
tunato and his 200 monks 
in 511. Nonetheless, the 
German archaeologist 
Bernard Andreae believed 
that the 7,000 fragments 
that survived buried in the 
sands of the cave floor 
could form the basis for a 
reconstruction. 

Thirty years on, Andreae 
has achieved his dream, 
and the recreation of this 
cycle of monumental statu- 
ary forms the dramatic 
focus of “Ulysses: Myth 
and Memory,” at the Palaz- 
zo delle Esposiziooi, 
which also includes more 
than 200 archaic and clas- 
sical works inspired by 
Ulysses, and casts brilliant 
light on what the hero and 
the myths surrounding him 
meant to ancient civilisa- 
tion in general and 
Tiberius in ' particular. 
Described by Zeus in the 
Odyssey as “godlike 
Odysseus, who is beyond 
all mortals in wisdom,” he 
was not only an example of 
supreme intelligence and 
experience, but also a quin- 
tessential human wanderer, 
the depiction of whose sor- 
rows and sufferings, as 
well as triumphs, presented 
artists with a special chal- 
lenge. 

The reassembly of the 



Marble bead of Ulysses 

Sperlonga Odyssey would 
not have been possible, 
said Andreae, had not so 
many images of the samt* 
:enes come down to us. 
Far from trying to illustrate 
the whole of Homer's 
epics, artists focused on 
relatively few incidents. 
Prominent among these 
were the blinding of the 
one-eyed Cyclops, 
Polyphemus, and the 
escape of Ulysses and his 
men from the giant canni- 
bal’s cave, and Ulysses’ 
successful navigation of 
the strait between the 
whirlpool Charybdis and 
the sea-monster Scylla, a 
beautiful girl to the waist, 
but whose lower parts con- 
sisted of a pack of ravening 
dogs and a pair of scaly 
fishtails (this version of 
Scylla’s form owing more 
to Ovid than Homer). 

The reconstruction of the 
Sperlonga cycle, which in 
its original cave setting 
(usedjby Tiberius as a ban- 
queting hall) consisted of 
groups of statuary on man- 
made islands in the artifi- 
cial lake- k displayed'- jn 
the Palazzo delle Espo- 
sizioni’s cavernous main 
hall — an awkward space 
that, for once, provides an 
ideal theatre for the exhib- 
it On one side is the scene 
of Ulysses recovering the 
body and arms of the slain 
Achilles, and on the other, 
Ulysses and Diomedes 
stealing the Palladium 
(Troy’s sacred protecting 
statue of the goddess Pallas 
Athene), both these acts 


(teemed essential for the 
Cheeks’ victory over Troy. 

In the background, is a 
huge opposition of 
Ulysses and his men dri- 
ving their sharpened tree- 
trunk into the eye of the 
Cyclops, who lies befud- 
dled by. the wine with 
which our hero has plied 
him. But centre stage is 
occupied by a towering 
representation of the stem 
of Ulysses’ ship being 
rowed past Scylla, who has 
wrenched off the steering 
oar and whose girdle of 
ghastly hounds and fishy 
tails have already seized 
six sailors, dragging them 
to their doom. 

The marble for the Scylla 
group has been traced back 
to quarries near Afyon in 
Turkey. The stone would 
have weighed about BO 
tonnes, and yet the 
Romans managed to carry 
it down to the coast and 
ship it from Ephesus to 
Sperlonga. Andreae *s 

investigations at the source 
also turned up a remark- 
able find. The upper part of 
Scylla’s body had been 1 
destroyed by the monks — 
very likely because It rep- 
resented the naked torso of 
a young girl. But at Afyon 
a one-fifth-size torso 
carved of title same marble 
transported to Sperlonga 
came to light, and appears 
to have bom copied from 
the model brought to the 
quarries by the Greek 
sculptors when they went 
there to select their materi- 
als — giving Andreae and 


his team an almost certain 
replica to work from. 

The Sperlonga Scylla 
was regarded as a major 
achievement in its day, and 
it was one of only three 
sculptures (the others 
being the Laocofin statue 
now in the Vatican and the 
Famese Bull in Naples) 
chosen for a series of com- 
memorative medals cast in 
Late Antiquity represent- 
ing what were then seen as 
epoch-making works of 
art 

The legend that Aeneas, 
having escaped the fall of 
the Troy, ended up in Italy, 
thereby playing a leading 
role in the eventual foun- 
dation of Rome (indeed, 
that had Troy not fallen, 
Rome would never have 
been founded), was 
already well established by 
the time of the writing of 
Virgil's Aeneid, but it was 
this poet (who died in 19 
B.C.) who enshrined it in 
its fiill-blown form as offi- 
cial national mythology. In 
this sense, the Sperlonga 
complex can be seen as a 
state monument alluding to 
the origins of the Eternal 
City. 

But, as Andreae cogently 
argues, Sperlonga was 
more specifically an elabo- 
rate sculptured affirmation 
of Tiberius’s legitimacy as 
supreme ruler, for 
Tiberius's Julio-Claudian 
family, which was to sup- 
ply Rome with its first five 
emperors, claimed Aeneas 
as an ancestor on the Julian 
side, and Telegonos — the 
son of Ulysses by the sor- 
ceress Circe — on the 
Oaudian. 

The intricacy of the sym- 
bolism at Sperionga is 
attested by the statue of 
Ganymede, placed high 
over the mouth of cave 
(and here in the dome of 
the Palazzo's hall). 
“Because the first of tins 
Complicated chain . of . 
events 'was the abduction-'' 
of the beautiful-, boy 
Ganymede by Zeus to be 
his cup bearer, which 
aroused the jealousy of 
Hera, which brought about 
the Judgment of Paris to 
see who was the most 
beautiful of the Immortals, 
which led to the Rape of 
Helen, the Trojan War, the 
flight of Aeneas, the wan- 
derings of Ulysses and the 
foundation of Rome,” said 
Andreae, s ummin g up the 



The reconstruction of the Scylla group from a cave at Sperlonga 


Iliad, Odyssey and Aeneid 
with virtuoso succinctness. 

The show’s gathering 
together of some of the 


finest ceramics, statuary, 
rebels, seals and metal- 
work picturing Ulysses 
and his adventures, from 


more than 90 museums, 
the like of which we are 
unlikely to see for a very 
long time, is a continual 


delight. 


International Herald Tribune 


U.S. unlikely to challenge Netanyahu’s views on peace 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

implemented within “the 
context of reality” was the 
most revealing of the 
administration approach to 
all of the Arab- Israeli 
tracks. 

For while Washington 
remains supportive of the 
principle of land-for-peace. 
it does not bebeve that the 
principle necessarily means 
the implementation of Unit- 
ed Nations resolutions 242 
and 425. 

This American approach, 
the analysts say, will give 
Mr. Netanyahu enough 
manoeuvring space and 
flexibility to contend that 
his government remains 
committed to the peace 
process. 

So far U.S. officials seem 
willing to accept Mr. 
Netanyahu’s words at face 


value. “Christopher told us 
that Netanyahu was seri- 
ously committed to the 
peace process. We are puz- 
zled as to what peace 
process is Netanyahu is 
committed to,” according to 
a senior Palestinian official 
speaking from Gaza. 

Yet what seems puzzling 
in the Middle East is not a 
puzzle in Washington. To 
seasoned analysts and 
observers here, regardless 
of their political affiliations, 
maintainin g a Strong 
Israeli- American alliance 
remains at the heart of U.S. 
pobey. 

Moreover, President Bib 
Clinton — conscious of 
next November’s presiden- 
tial elections — will try to 
avoid friction with the pro- 
Israeli lobby in the U.S. For 
although the American Jew- 
ish community is divided 


on the new Likud govern- 
ment, the Republican domi- 
nated Congress is sympa- 
thetic to Mr. Netanyahu’s 
emphasis on Israeli securi- 
ty- L . 

Me. Netanyahu, who is 

expected to arrive in Wash- 
ington on Monday, will 
address Congress on 
Wednesday where many 
influential Congress leaders 
share his cab for a tougher 
stand against Syria. 

However, the Clinton 
administration prefers a dif- 
ferent approach that will 
ensure keeping Syria in the 
peace process. U.S. ambas- 
sador to Israel Martin Indyk 
has already cautioned Israel 
against attempts of dealing 
with Syria as “a rogue 
state.” 

Mr. Indyk's remaiks, pub- 
lished in the Jerusalem Post 
two last week, indicated 


that the Clinton administra- 
tion still shares the 
approach of former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres who had advocated a 
territorial compromise with 
Syria in return for normali- 
sation of relations. 

But the new Israeli gov- 
ernment, according to dif- 
ferent sources in Washing- 
ton, maintains an influential 
lobby that is still cam- 
paigning to isolate Syria. 

Pro-Likud columnists in 
the American press, such as 
AJB. Rosenthal and 
William Saffire of the New 
York Times, have been 
actively advocating tough 
measures against Damas- 
cus. 

Even columnists like 
Thomas Friedman, who had 
openly campaigned for Mr. 
Peres during the elections, 
have repeatedly singled out 


Syria as the obstacle to 
peace in the region. 

“There is a real opportu- 
nity to pressure Damascus 
but the administration is 
reluctant,” says an analyst 
who is affiliated with a pro- 
Israeli think tank. 

The analysts, who are in 
touch with the State 
Department, say that the 
American government has 
based its calculations on a 
potential land-for-peace 
compromise between Syria 
and Israel. But when Mr. 
Peres lost, the administra- 
tion sought a new approach 
that will accommodate the 
new government, they say. 

So far a total isolation of 
Syria does not appear to be 
a strong option, unless Mr. 
Netanyahu manages to win 
even stronger support in 
Congress than he himself 
expects. 


France hails Saudi’s 
‘moderate Islamism’ 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

in earlier talks, Saudi King 
Fahd urged renewed global 
efforts to spark life into the 
Middle East peace process, 
which has ground to a halt 
since hardline Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
took power in Israel, offi- 
cials in Mr. Chirac’s 
entourage said. 

King Fahd explicitly 
endorsed the right of Israel 
to exist during their talks, 
the officials added. 

Mr. Chirac and King 
Fahd conferred for nearly 
90 minutes late on Saturday 
after a men-only state din- 
ner in Mr. Chirac’s honour 
hosted by the king. 


Also on Saturday, Saudi 
Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan and his French 
counterpart Charles Mibon 
held talks aimed at reaf- 
firming cooperation 
between the two countries 
but not at signing any new 
arms deals, the official 
Saudi Press Agency report- 
ed, quoting Prince Sultan. 

Ml Mill on is one of four 
ministers accompanying 
Mr. Chirac on his visit to 
the kin gdom, his first since 
he became head of stale 
nearly 14 months ago. 

Prince Sultan said any 
new agreement “would 
come about, God willing, 
when the time is right and 
ihe juncture is right. 


Egypt rebuffs Syria’s attempt 


(Continued from page 1) 

support terrorists,” Dr. Baz 
said. 

He said the Iranian lead- 
ership* should also “stop 
trying to exert pressure on 
the Arab states in the Gulf.” 

Gulf Arab countries have 
accused Tehran of support- 
ing Shiites agitating for the 
restoration of parliament in 
Bahrain. Iran is also locked 
in dispute with the United 
Arab Emir ates over control 
of three _ strategic Gulf 

“These are all reasons for 
the differences with Iran,” 
Dl Baz said. 

Most Arab countries, with 
their predominantly Sunni 
Muslim populations, have 
viewed majority Shiite Iran 


with suspicion since the 
revolution that swept the 
shah out of power in 1979 
and brought in a strict 
theocracy. 

Dr. Baz said Egypt did 
not believe that a military 
cooperation accord signed 
by Turkey and Israel would 
push Iran and Syria into 
closer military ties, but he 
urged Turkey’s new 

Islamist-led government to 
reconsider its pact 

“We don’t believe that 
Turkey is on the way to a 
military alliance with 

Israel,” Dr. Baz said. “We 
trust that Turkey will think 
twice before * it gets 
involved in anything like 
that. 

‘Mr. Mubarak is to visit 
Turkey later this year after 


an invitation by his Turkish 
counterpan Suleyman 
Derairel, the Tqikish 
ambassador in Cairo told 
AFP on Sunday. 

“During his visit to Cairo 
last March, Mr. Demirel 
invited Mr. Mubarak to 
visit Turkey and it was 
agreed that the visit would 
be made in the second half 
of this year,” Yasar Yakis 
said. 

“The agreement is still 
on, but the final date of the 
visit has not been set,” the 
ambassador added. 

The visit by Mr. Mubarak 
will be preceded by still- 
undetermined visits by Dr. 
A1 Baz and Prime Minister 
Kamal A1 Ganzuri, he said. 


White mother, black son, 
pride and abundant love 


By James McBride 

SOUTH NYACK, New 
York — When I was a little 
boy, my older brother 
Richie would often try to 
dupe me into believing I 
was adopted. It was easy 
enough. 

My mother is white. My 
11 siblings including 
Richie are black. Growing 
up. I looked nothing like 
our biological mother, a 
Jewish immigrant from 
Poland. 

Neither, of course, did 
Richie, but his power over 
me defied all logic. So any- 
time I got on his nerves, 
which was often enough, 
his ruse would begin. 
“You’re adopted, man,” he 
would say. “Mommy's not. 
your real mother. Your real 
mother’s in jail. And she’s 
coming to get you soon.” 

To this day, I remember 
the great fear my brother's 
words would stir in me. 
Although I was often 
embarrassed that my moth- 
er was one of the few 
whites in my community, 
the idea of being forced to 
leave her for my “true” 
mother, whatever her race, 
was unthinkable. There was 
no one I loved more than 
this white woman who got 
off the subway at 2 am, 
walked home alone, stag- 
gered up to our bedrooms, 
exhausted, and checked on 
each of us by touching us 
lightly on the forehead and 
covering us up as we snored 
away, three to a bed in our 
tattered Fruit of the Looms. 

The memory springs to 
mind with the Clinton 
administration's proposal to 


make it easier for couples 
to adopt children with dif- 
ferent racial backgrounds. 
The bill, approved in the 
House and expected to pass 
the Senate this summer, 
would also give a lax credit 
of up to $5,000 to most 
families who adopt children 
of any race. 

For once, our politicians 
have got it right Mixed- 
race families and interracial 
adoption have long been a 
fact of life. My best friend 
in childhood was Puerto 
Rican, adopted by a black 
woman. My black cousin in 
Boston adopted a white son 
nearly 20 years ago. 

1 know of white couples 
who have adopted black 
children. These people 
don’t see themselves as odd 
but as families. They don’t 
view their children as sym- 
bols of cultural oppression 
but as their children. 

Those who argue against 
interracial adoption often 
assume that white parents 
will not provide the cultural 
information needed to 
maintain a child's heritage. 
That is not always true. All 
my siblings have pride in 
their black heritage; one is 
a professor of African- 
American history at Penn 
State University. 

Besides, I’d rather see a 
black child bolding the 
hand of a white, yuppie 
mom and talking, thinking 
and acting “white” (what- 
ever that is) than being 
bounced around foster 
homes and never knowing 
real love. If a child doesn't 
get love, education, disci- 
pline, religion (your prefer- 
ence) and, most important, 


a place to call home, all the 
culture in the world is not 
going to make that child a 
capable, functioning adult. 

For Indians, the adoption 
bill presents a special prob- 
lem. It would move custody 
proceedings from tribal 
courts to state courts in 
cases involving children 
whose biological parents do 
not maintain “significant 
social, cultural or politic 
affiliation with the tribe.” 
The bill doesn't define this 
“significant” affiliation, so 
state courts — not known 
for a deep understanding of 
Indian culture — may wind 
up deciding what it means. 
Even so, I would argue that 
if a child is loved and edu- 
cated, at some point his 
own blood, his own soul 
and the spirit of his ances- 
tors will rise up within him, 
and his true cultural identi- 
ty will emerge. 

Self-discovery is usually 
a conscious choice. It hap- 
pens later in life, most often 
to adults who have enjoyed 
a full childhood. 

If I were a kid waiting for 
a home, I wouldn't want a 
bunch of social workers or 
tribal leaders whose histori- 
cally justified anger is tum- 
bling over their reason to 
stand between me and the 
parents who might be the 
family I so desperately 
need. 


The writer is author if "The 
Colour of Water: A Black 
Man’s Tribute to His White 
Mother.” This article is 
reprinted from The New 
York Times. 
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8 Economy 

World military spending 
falls to three-decade low 


Jordan Times, Monday, July 8, 1996 


jjpsines 


IMF focusing on Egyptian privatisation 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
World military spending 
fell to a 28-year low in 
1994. largely due to 
declines in the recession-hit 
former Soviet Union and 
eastern Europe, the U.S. 
government has reported. 

But the report by the 
Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency (ACDA) said 
that East Asia bucked the 
trend with steadily rising 
expenditure. 

The agency also reported 
a continuing fell in the 
global arms trade, with 
Russian exports plummet- 
ing and the United States 
increasingly dominating a 
declining market. 

“There have been gratify- 
ing declines in militarisa- 
tion in many areas of the 
world,” ACDA Director 
John Holum said m a fore- 
word to the annual study, 
“World Military Expendi- 
tures and Aims Transfers' 7 . 

“In some of these areas, 
however, the reductions 
have been caused by seri- 
ous economic difficulties 
and may not be durable.” 
Mr. Holum cautioned “In 
other areas there are signs 
of new buildups in forces.” 


The report said that in 
1994, tbe latest year for 
which figures are available, 
total military spending of 
all countries fell to $840 
billion in 1994, 35 per cent 
below tbe 1987 peak of 
$13 trillion. 

This was the lowest level 
since 1966. 

But the vast majority of 
the savings occurred in tbe 
former Communist Bloc 
where there were major 
fells in gross national prod- 
uct Military spending by 
the constituent states of the 
former Soviet Union fell 
nearly 70 per cent between 
1990 and 1994. 

By contrast U.S. military 
spending fell only 15 per 
cent since tbe cold war 
ended in 1990, and tbe U.S. 
share of world spending 
rose from 26 per cent in 
1984 to 34 per cent a 
decade later. 

Tbe United States spent 
more on the military in 
1994 than the next five 
largest spenders combined 

In East Asia, military 
expenditure has been rising 
steadily over the past 
decade, and China and 
Japan are tbe third and 


fourth largest spenders in 
the world The region has 
become the world’s third 
largest defence spender 
after North America and 
western Europe. 

In 1994, the global arms 
trade dropped to $22 bil- 
lion, according to prelimi- 
nary estimates, compared 
with an $83 billion peak a 
decade earlier and 22 per 
cent down from 1993. 

Despite a steady drop in 
U.S. arms exports from $21 
billion in 1987 to $12 bil- 
lion in 1994, they account- 
ed for 56 per cent of tbe 
world trade in 1994. In tbe 
same period Soviet and 
Russian exports plunged 
from $23 billion to $13 bil- 
lion. 

The report said tbe Mid- 
dle East continued to be the 
main arms importing 
region, accounting for 43 
per cent of total imports in 
1992-94. Saudi Arabia was 
tbe top importer in 1994 
with $53 billion. 

Tbe world’s armed forces 
have declined at four per 
cent annually since 1990. 
mainly due to a drop at 
twice that rate in eastern 
Europe, tbe report found. 


CAIRO (R) — The Inte- 
rnational Monetary Fond 
(IMF) is focusing on the 
Egyptian government* s pri- 
vatisation programme in 
discussions on an agree- 
ment which could cut 
Egypt's foreign debt by $4 
billion, an IMF director 
said. 

Executive Director Abdul 
Sbakour Sbaalan, in an 
interview in tbe French-lan- 
guage weekly A1 Ahram 
Hebdo Wednesday, also 
said a devaluation of the 
Egyptian pound was off the 
agenda. 

Serious talks between 
Egypt and die IMF resumed 
earlier this year after a gap 
of more than one yean 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment’s aim is to win IMF 
approval for its economic 
reforms — a condition for 
the Paris Club to write off 
die official debts worth $4 
billion under a phased 
agreement signed back in 
1991. 

“The negotiations contin- 
ue” said Ml Shaalan. 
‘Egypt has given the IMF a 
report on the third part of 
the economic reform prog- 
ramme: Structural reform.” 

He said the emphasis was 
on increasing exports and 
attracting investment “But 
the clearest reform for us 
remains the privatisations,” 


be added. 

Tbe government has 
accelerated tbe privatisation 
programme and recently, 
for tbe first tune, it sold off 
a majority stake in two 
companies through the 
stock exchange. Most of the 
issues have been heavily 
oversubscribed. 

“The very favourable 
reaction is encouraging the 
government to continue,” 
Ml Shaalan said. “It's up to 
the private sector to step in 
to achieve growth of seven 
per cent a yean” 

“With overstaffing in 
public-sector companies, 
privatisation will increase 
unemployment in the short 
term,” he added. 

Asked if die IMF and 
Egypt were discussing 
devaluation, he' said: 
“Devaluing tbe Egyptian 
pound is off the agenda.” 

In earlier stages of talks in 
1994, the IMF had pressed 
Egypt to devalue to stimu- 
late exports. Late last year 
IMF officials agreed to play 
down this recommendation. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian 
businessmen and econo- 
mists, calling the govern- 
ment’s attempts at privati- 
sation half-hearted, urged it 
Tuesday to relinquish con- 


Bnsinessmen’s Association 
(ERA), they lauded the six- 
month old government for 
accelerating its slnggish 
privatisation progra mm e 
but said partial sell-offs and 
stagnant management poli- 
cies were not the answer. 

“Get the state out of the 
production sector. The pub- 
lic sector was set up on 
communist principles and 
those have failed dis mall y 
Privatisation is not selling 
10 or 20 per cent, it’s a 
change in management” 
said prominent economist 

Saeed al Naggar. 

Since Prime Minister 
Kama! Ganzouri and his 
more reform-minded cabi- 
net were appointed in Janu- 
ary, the state has offered 
equity stakes in at least 
seven firms but stopped 
short of relinquishing con- 
trol of all but two. 

In the last three years 
Egypt has sold three other 
firms by private placement 
but has recently pledged 
quicker reforms and a more 
Active dismantling of tbe 
public sector which 
. investors see as a relic of 
the socialist government of 
late president Gamal Abdul 
Nassen 

“We are privatising mo 


trol over tbe public sector to / slowly, we’re missing 
ignite an economic boom. chances of taking a role in 


Meeting at the Egyptian 


India halves diesel price 
hike after public outcry 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
announced Sunday it was 
halving the increase in the 
price of diesel after a major 
price bike in petroleum 
prices three days ago 
touched off a public outcry 
and nationwide protests. 

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Sjikant Jena told a 
news conference the inc- 
rease in diesel price would 
be scaled back to 15 per 
cent from 30 per cent 

But Ml Jena said price 
increases for other oil prod- 
ucts, including petrol and 
liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG), would remain 
unchanged. 

On Wednesday, the gov- 
ernment increased the price 
of petrol by 25 per cent, 
while diesel, LPG, paraffin 
wax and fuel oil were 
raised by 30 per cent. 

On Saturday, officials 
said Indian Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda had 
asked tbe petroleum min- 


istry. which he heads, to 
reduce the recent increases 
in petroleum prices. 

Ml Jena said India’s 
state subsidies on petrole- 
um products were among 
the highest in the world. 
“This usually only benefits 
the rich and hurts the poor,” 
he said. 

But, he added: “Tbe price 
of diesel has a direct impact 
on many sectors like public 
transport, agriculture oper- 
ations as well as indirect 
impact in the price rise on 
account of its cascading 
effect The government has 
therefore derided to reduce 
the price of diesel.” 

The government had esti- 
mated Wednesday’s price 
increase would push up the 
wholesale price index by 
1.2 per cent Mr. Jena said 
Sunday’s reduction in 
diesel prices would bring 
down the increase to 0.9 per 
cent 


Foreign investors said 
reducing holdings in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Foreign 
financial investors have 
reduced their portfolios of 
Israeli shares, foe managing 
director of Lehman Broth- 
ers in Israel said. 

Speaking at a seminar, 
Ron Lubasch said investors 
cut their holdings just 
before May 29 general 
elections due to the uncer- 
tainty in Israel and to foe 
attractiveness of other mar- 
kets that were booming. 

‘The investors are in a 
holding pattern waiting to 
see what will happen with 
(Israeli) growth in 1 996 and 
what will happen next week 
in Washington” Ml Luba- 
sch told Reuters after foe 
se minar 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is scheduled to 
fly to Washington on July 8 
and is expected to face 
pressure from the U.S. 
administration to move the 
Middle East peace process. 


forward. The peace process 
was one of the key factors 
behind the rise in foreign 
interest in Israel in recent 
years. - Foreign financial 
investors want to see 
growth and stability, both 
on the economic and politi- 
cal front, Mr. Lubasch said. 

Strategic investments, on 
the other hand, have not 
been affected by tbe elec- 
tions, he said. 

Mr. Lubasch noted there 
was a great deal of foreign 
investment in the Israeli 


high-tech sector but be said 
foreigners were also inter- 
ested in Israeli infrastruc- 
ture. which has been rela- 
tively dosed to foreigners. 
He urged the government to 
open up projects for roads, 
ports, airports and energy to 
foreigners. 

Bank of Israel senior 
director David Klein said 
foe two biggest threats to 
growth in Israel are infla- 
tion and the current account 
deficit in tbe balance of 
payments. * - - 


the world economy and we 
can not do that if tbe state 
controls most of the econo- 
my. How attractive is that to 
investors?” EBA head 
Saeed al Tawil told the con- 
ference. 

On Sunday, the govern- 
ment Al Akhbar daily said 
the state Jias sold in the past 
six months shares worth 
574 million pounds to pri- 
vate investors but the World 


Un de ramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

I BAITH I 


MR Um W* Smrtm. Inc 


Bank — which along with 
foe International Monetary 
Fund backs the privatisa- 
tion programme — says it’s 
the ideology and not quan- 
tity that counts. 

“Tbe issue is less about 
the number and value of the 
assets sold than about the 
perceived willingness to 
swiftly relinquish control 
(Mi a continuous growing 
basis,” foe organisation said 
in a 1994 report on private 
sector development in 

Egypt 

Leading management 
consultant Hazem Hassan, 
whose firm represents 

international accountants 
KPMG in Egypt, predicted 
that if foe privatisation pro- 
gramme continued at this 
sluggish rate, die state 
would have to wait 20 years 
to reap any reward. 

“The main obstacles to 
privatisation are state-gen- 
erated and they are the ones 
slowing it down,” he said. 

“The government has 
plenty of excuses — there 
is no one to buy, it takes so 
long to fix op a company to 
make it attractive to sell — 
but all these are unjusti- 
fied.” be added. 

Tbe state’s so-called 
“public sector breed", the 
businessmen said, are psy- 
chologically ill-equipped to 
sell its assets but they are 
tbe ones commissioned to 
do so. 

“Everyone is committed 
to privatisation but there’s a 
gap the size of the pyramid 
of Cbeops in tbe govern- 
ment’s policy and foe 
actions of its employees,” 
said Mohammad Nosseir, 
who bought Pepsi Col- 
a/Egyptian bottling from 
foe state in 1994. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


IVE GOTTEN 
FREE HOURS 
TO EXPLORE 
1 THE INTERNET? 


EXPLAIN TO ME HOW 
$3000 WORTH OF 
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 
EQUALS ■FREE'- 


YADIL 


PRAMTE 


REBOOL 


HOW THE ORyiNG 
INFANT LEFT THE 
errrEfz. 


New arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B . Martin 


Saturday's 


ACROSS 
1 Ova 

5 Ms. Garbo 
IQ "—old 
cowhand..." 

14 Happy tune 

15 Sublease 

16 1492 ship 

17 Naval enlisted 
man 

19 WW1I invasion 
date 

20 Ingredient 

21 Ceases 

23 Ike’s command 

24 Ark builder 

25 Shaded 
recesses 

29 Alan or Robert 
31 Sprite 

34 Climbing vines 

35 Crawl 

36 Legume 

37 Hackman or 
Kelly 

38 In front 

39 General Bradley 

40 CA fort 

41 Quaff 

42 Obscure 

43 — Mahal 

44 Sacred chest 

45 Makes 
amends 

46 Nora's dog 

48 — Magnon 

49 Guests 

52 Act undertaken 
to satisfy one's 
vanity 

57 Citrus fruit 

58 Venetian 
boatmen 

60 On the briny 

61 Sea eagles 

62 Family member 

63 Work benefit, of 
a kind 

64 Thin 

65 QED word 

DOWN ■ 

1 River to the 
North Sea 
j 2 Liquid measure 
! 3 Paste 
! 4 Stalk 



Print answer here : [ T f II IT] 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BLANK DECAY NEEDLE PLAGUE 
Answer A successful garbage hauler can do thls- 
CLEAN UP 


Peanuts 

iF ANYONE mentions 

SUMMER CAMP TO ME 
THIS YEAR, I'M GONNA 
FREAK OUT.. > 


SUMMER 
CAMP . 



THAT UJA5 ME 
FREAKING OUT.. 


AndyCapp 


0 1996 Tribune Media Services. Inc. 
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5 Cary and 
Ulysses 

6 Right-hand page 

7 Waphi 

8 — off (annoyed) 

9 Was present at. 

10 New Delhi's land 

11 Naval student 

12 Medical subj. 

13 Refusals 

18 Makes catcalls 
22 Lather 

25 Intolerant one 

26 — barrel (at a 
disadvantage) 

27 Large ship 

28 Wide shoe 
width 

29 Stadium 

30 Drip 

32 Union general 

33 Curtails 
35 Stylish 

38 Organizer 

39 Expression of 
surprise 

41 Fads 
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42 Backless chair 
45 Fleet of 

merchant ships 

47 Talk 

48 Relinquished 

49 Applaud 

50 French river 
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51 Olden times 

53 Fourth 
dimension 

54 Raise 

55 Showy flower 

56 Exam letters 
59 Vane dir. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY JULY .4 
8,1996 * 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You get fine 
ideas and should pm 
them in operation quietly 
today, since later, promi- 
nent persons could deter 
your progress. This 
evening you can meet 
with some bigwig and 
plan out how you can 
proceed with some pro- 
ject. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Keep quiet for a 
while and let good ideas w 
pervade your conscious- 
ness today, then yon can 
forge ahead quickly with 
some new ideas. Later 
tonight will be good to 
spend this time with your 
loved ones in some spe- 
cial activity. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) A clever friend 
has the right course of 
action for you to follow 
today if you want to get 
rid of your difficulties so 
it would be good to fol- 
low this advice. This 
evening is good for meet- 
ing with some knowl- 
edgeable person. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Get fine 
talents to foe attention of 
a bigwig today and gain 
support for them easily 
which will make you sue- .. 
cessfid. Avoid disagree- & 
ments with your loved 
ones and you will retain 
the harmony which exist- 
ed there previously. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a good day 
today to mak-p. that 
change you have been 
contemplating for some 
time. Plan a trip with 
your feUow associates 
which can bring greater 
success to you and your 
loved ones in tbe days 
ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Change 
your attitude toward your 
mate and avoid a dis- 
agreement later on. Show 
- your loyalty and don’t go 
off on any departures 
which could be difficult 
Later this evening enjoy 
yourself with your loved 
ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Listen to 
what a clever fellow asso- .j 
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follow advice given to 


you are loyal to those 
who live under your roof. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If you 
get into your career activ- 
ities enthusiastically 
today, you can accom- 
plish more than you think 
possible. This evening 
should be spent with your 
loved ones m those activ- 
ities which everyone 
enjoys and have some 
fun. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Make arrangements for 
amusements for the days 
ahead, however be sure to 
count the cost which 
could be involved. Han- 
dle business affairs wise- 
ly at this time and you 
can gain the success 
which you desire. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Study 
how to get your home 
improved today with the S' 
okay of your loved ones, 
however don’t be too 
forceful in trying to get 
your way or there cowd 
be great difficulty with 
^our mate and your fami- 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Get busy 
early today since you can 
accomplish much mote 
than usual and gain foe 
recognition of those in 
authority. Don’t permit a 
secret concern deter you 
from accomplishing your 
desires for business suc- 
cess and prestige. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You know how 
to gain more of life’s 
blessings today, so gp 
after , them early this 
morning. Steer clear of a 
dose friend who is trying 
to be forceful and grab aB ^ 
of the glory for him or -■ } 
herself and leave yon 
behind. 

Birthstone of July ; 
Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 
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Middle 
East 
bank 
may be 
doomed . 

From the Jerusalem Post 

BARRING A last-minute 
push by Prime Minister 
Renyamin Netanyahu 
during bis visit to Wash- 
ington this week, con- 
gressional funding for a 
planned Middle East 
Development Bank is 
liable to be eliminated. 

The formation of the 
bank was the centrepiece 
of the U.S.-backed 
Amman economic con- 
ference last fall and has 
been at the heart of Shi- 
mon Peres’s vision of a 
“New Middle East.” 

But sources say the 
Netanyahu government 
has not sent signals to 
Washington expressing 
its support of die h ank, 
despite the fact it was 
asked to express a view. 
The bank was not part of 
die House of Representa- 
tives foreign aid legisla- 
tion, and the Senate 
Appropriations Co- 
mmittee did not inrlndf. 
it in the $12 .5 billion for- 
eign aid bill which is 
expected to reach the 
Boot within the next two 
weeks. 

The U.S. had originally 
agreed to provide more 
than $260 million, or 21 
per cent, of the bank’s 
start-up capital over five 
years. The money was to 
finance infrastructure 
projects in Egypt, Jordan, 
Israel, or autonomous 
Palestinian areas. 

Me. Peres had lobbied 
strenuously on behalf of 
the bank, and by getting 
Arab countries to 
endorse the notion, 
turned around the din- 
ton adminis tration to 
support the endeavour 

Yet, so . fer, the 
Netanyahu government 
has oat prioritised the 
bank. While some say the 
issue was raised in die 
cabinet a few days ago 
with a view by some that 
it should be supported, it 
remains unclear whether 


Mr. Netanyahu will now 
personally fight for the 
bank or only voice pro 
forma backing. 

Republicans in Con- 
gress have been generally 
more sceptical of region- 
al development tranks, 
and slashed U.S. support 
for other such regional 
banks for the next fiscal 
year 

The Clinton adminis- 
tration still favours the 
bank, but so far its view 
has not been accepted by 
any congressional com- 
mittee. 


Stiff competition, rigid pricing stifle pharmaceuticals industry 


By Francesca Griari 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Pharmaceuti- 
cals manufacturing compa- 
nies, which produce over 
10 per cent of the King- 
dom’s total exports, are 
threatened by mounting 
competition and the gov- 
ernment's inflexible pricing 
system. 

"We have repeatedly 
asked the government to 
raise pharmaceuticals’ pri- 
ces, and if our requests are 
not met, we will be com- 
pelled to withdraw some 
products from the local 
market,” warned Mazen 
Darwazeh, general manager 
of Hikipp p harmaceuticals. 

After a quality control 
carried on in the labs of the 
Ministry of Health, each 


pharmaceutical product in 
Jordan is registered and 
priced by a government tec- 
hnical committee. 

Regardless of the date of 
registration of the product, 
pharmaceutical prices have 
rarely undergone adjust- 
ments so far. 

. Aware of the difficulties 
caused, to the manufacturers 
by the feet that an antibiotic 
registered ten years, ago is 
being sold on the local mar- 
ket today at the same price 
fixed by the Ministry of 
Health at the date of its reg- 
istration, tiie government is 
“caught between the rock 
and the hard place” betw- 
een the needs of the people 
and fee requests of the man- 
ufacturers. 

“We understand the situa- 
tion and are considering 


raising prices, but, as a 
Ministry of Health, we also 
have to ensure to the people 
their right to health,” direc- 
tor of Drugs Directorate, 
Meisa’ Saket told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Public health institutions, 
such as the Royal Medical 
Services, the Jordan Uni- 
versity medical services 
and other institutions under 
tiie Ministry of Health, pro- 
vide medical assistance to 
over 80 per cent of Jordan’s 
population and 70 per cent 
of the drugs they dispense 
are mflnnfarhiriffri locally. 

Nevertheless, local drugs 
account only for less than 
30 per cent of the value of 
Jordan’s total drugs con- 
sumption, Dr. Saket said. 

The pricing system adopt- 
ed by 


tee of the Ministry of 
Health for both local and 
imparted drugs is based on 
the availability and quality 
of the product as well as 
the prices of competitive 
and simil ar prodnets. 

‘To price imported phar- 
maceuticals we usually use 
as a base their prices in the 
country of origin,” Dr. Sak- 
et said. 

But such common prac- 
tice of considering the 
product’s price in the coun- 
try of origin, is also widely 
followed in pricing proce- 
dures worldwide and, while 
it main* imported products 
less competitive on the Jor- 
danian domestic market, it 
also makes the export of 
Jordanian drugs to other 
countries less profitable. 

Considering that 85 per 
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cent of Jordan’s pharma- 
ceutical production is 
exported, losses for manu- 
facturers are significant 

Voicing the discontent of 
pharmaceutical manufac- 
turers, Mr. Darwazeh, 
whose Hitana Pharmaceuti- 
cals with JD 21.5 million of 
pharmaceuticals exported 
in 1995, is on top of the list 
of the eight Jordanian phar- 
maceutical manufacturing 
companies. According to 
sources at the Ministry of 
Health, tiie situation has 
worsened to an unaccept- 
able extent especially after 
the 1989 devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar 

“Since 1989, the losses of 
the Jordanian pharmaceuti- 
cal companies from sales to 
the Saudi Arabian market 
one of the most profitable 
markets for Jordanian exp- 
orters, reached up to 70 per 
cent” he told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

Due to the feet that 
international trade is con- 
ducted in hard currencies, 


Dt Saket admitted that 
while “changes in tbe prices 
of local pharmaceuticals 
rarely happen, prices of 
imported products change 
accordingly to the fluctua- 
tion of the exchange rates.” 

Despite the problems, the 
pharmaceutical sector is 
flourishing and, according 
to sources at the Ministry of 
Health, “six to eight new 
pharmaceutical manufac- 
turing companies are 
expected to open within one 
year.” 

According to figures 
released for the Jordan 
times by the Ministry of 
Health, local production of 
pharmaceuticals in 1995 
amounted to over JD 161 
million and, according to 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
monthly bulletin, exports 
of pharmaceuticals in the 
first three months pf 1996 
totalled about JD 22 mil- 
lion. 

“In order to coordinate 
our production strategies 
and ease internal competi- 


tion, we established one 
year ago the Union of Jor- 
danian Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers (UJPM),” 
said Tssmp Saket, managing 
director at the Arab Phar- 
maceutical Manufacturing, 
the first pharmaceuticals 
company that was set up 
back in 1964. 

Noting that Jordanian 
pharmaceutical manufac- 
turers are “all addressing 
die same market with the 
same products,” Me Saket 

stressed that each company 
should differentiate its pro- 
duction and specialise in a 
specific kind of drug in 
order to contain competi- 
tion. He called for more 
coordination to prevent the 
market’s saturation. 

’ “So far the UJPM has 
provided manufacturers wi- 
th basis to get together, but 
much more needs to be 
done,” Mr. Darwazeh told 
tbe Jordan Times. 


Bahrain to allow foreign 
firm, bond listings 


MANAMA (R) — The 
Bahrain Stock Exchange 
plans to open its doors to 
foreign company and cor- 
porate bond listings from 
SepLl, its director Fawzi 
Be hzad has said. 

Mn Behzad said the 
bourse, in tbe Gulf’s bank- 
ing and financial centre 
Bahrain, also had an ambi- 
tious plan to link Arab 
stock markets to revive 
share trading and- boost 
capital flows. 

Bahrain’s exchange has a 
market capitalisation of 
some $4.5 billion and 
turnover of just over two 
per cent. 

“The p ro gra mme was that 
by the second half of 
August we will be prepared 
to receive applications and 
by Sept. 1 we will be able 
to review and approve 
applications of foreign 
firms,” Mr. Behzad told 
Reuters in an interview. 

The same would apply to 
corporate bonds. 

Bahrain and Oman began 
cross-listing shares on each 


other’s markets in March 
1995 in the first such step in 
the Gulf. Oman allows for- 
eign investors to buy up to 
49 per cent of Omani firms. 
In special cases foreigners 
can hold up to 65 per cent. 

Three O mani finns are 
listed on the Bahrain 
exchange. 

B ahrain and Jordan 
agreed this year to allow 
cross-listings, but there are 
yet to be any. 

Ml Behzad said among 
requirements needed to list 
a publicly-traded foreign 
firm were a minimum paid- 
in capital of $10 million, a 
profit record for die preced- 
ing three years and at least 
100 shareholders. 

If the company is not yet 
publicly traded in its home 
country, it should be plan- 
ning to go public and it 
should have a representa- 
tive office in Bahrain. 

The companies will have 
to publish six month results 
and audited annual results. 

Ml Behzad said 32 of the. 
36 companies listed in 


Bahrain allowed limited 
foreign ownership. For- 
eigners can own shares 
worth up to 24 per cent of a 
company’s paid-in capital. 
Investors in other Arab 
Gulf states are able to own 
up to 49 per cent, Mr. 
Behzad said. 

He said there was a three- 
way draft agreement to link 
bourses in Bahrain, Oman 
and Kuwait Tbe heads of 
the three markets would 
meet later this year to ratify 
tbe final plan. 

A meeting between offi- 
cials of the stock exchanges 
of Bahrain, Egypt and Jor- 
dan to lay the basis for the 
cross-listing of shares on 
those markets would be 
held later this month. " 

Ml Behzad said be would 
welcome the listing of any 
firm from other Arab Guff 
states which do not yet have 
their own formal trading 
floor “I call on all Golf 
companies to consider the 
importance of listing their 
shares on the Gulf bourses ” 


Average manpower hour 
in France costs about $20 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Direct foreign investment 
in France grew seven-fold 
over 15 years to reach $150 
billion, and Paris hopes this 
will grow further, said Jean 
Daniel Toidjman, Fra-nce’s 
roving ambassador for 
investments. 

Ml Tordjman said France 
and Europe were “secure, 
stable markets” as com- 


pared with emerging mar- 
kets, notably in Asia, 
“where you can make 
money but where you 
might also lose your shirt.” 

Speaking at a news con- 
ference, Ml Tordjinan list- 
ed telecommunications as 
cme of die areas where 
France is competitive. 

In spite of high social 
costs, the average manpow- 



er hour in France cost about 
$20, slightly more than in 
die United States but well 
below Germany, where it is 
$32, be said. 

A number of U.S. firms 
recently announced major 
investments in France, 
notably Federal Express, 
which chose Roissy as its 
European hub. 


DA JAN I 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shpp^p 
6th circle, Amman?-' 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabla 
area, thinj floor, 1 90 sq.m . 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 j 


STUMOR AIG 

Profentonal QusfiiyJ in 
1 Hoar Service I 

Develop yoari colour film at 
oar shop and get> 

• JUMBO phmf 


F/8f maiarjt 
20 x 30 cm 


Bank Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


“PotLAAeUc 

Soafii&SeluUfabi 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Ted. 857199 
Fax 898537 

TT m-m UthalXUl 

behind San Rock 
Hotel 





CAL ESTATE 


FOR 

I RENT 

I iJl'IliM' \ IllrtS 

“> r- 

Apprt! irTK-nlK 
in Amman 


For details plaasa call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR: 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tei. 693399 



^ WE SEND 

J FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora. Membership ) 
:* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


|jj Um Uthainah 
tX Madina. M. Street 
f Telefax: (811395)* 


Tel: 7581 80 
Radio & tv station RD 


Abdoun • Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


REAL 

ESTATE 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

FOR 

RENT 

A 1XXJBR 
FER 

AWITABB 

MANY 

mtic 

& FLATS 

TEL: 82* 

THE 

PROFESSKKAL > 

way 

TOLAS 

FLATS 



Rodt a uSiaeet 


Feppanyaki 

Sashimi 
i* Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 81 )11 
Mecca Si. Daoucl Conic 


1 
















io Sports 

FIFA set to scrap 
‘golden goal’ rule 


Sports 


Jordan Hmes, Monday, July 8, 1996 


PARIS (AFP) — World football’s gov- 
erning body (FIFA) are considering 
scrapping the golden goal rule after it 
flopped badly at last month’s European 
C hamp ionships in England. 

FIFA technical director Walter Gagg 
Sunday condemned the ruling for 
encouraging defensive play before 
adding: "We have found something 
which is good for women’s and amateur 
football is not necessarily good for pro* 
fessionals." 

The ruling was used for the first time in 
professional international football during 
Euro 96 with the aim of making more 
attacking play. 

Instead of playing out the whole 30 


minutes of extra time following a draw, 
the golden goal rule meant the first goal 
scored in the extra half hour would win 
the match. 

Though Oliver Bieihoff scored a gold- 
en goal for Germany to win the European 
Championship, that was the first time 
such a goal was scored in five periods of 
extra time. 

Though the England versus Germany 
semifinal produced exciting extra time, 
other matches produced ultra-defensive 
football Gagg believed was a detriment 
to the game. 


Dream Team III gets scare 
before winning exhibition 


auburn hills, 

Michigan (R) — Dream 
Team ID got a wake-up call 
Saturday, falling behind a 
team of college kids by 17 
points before rallying for a 
96-90 win in the first of a 
five-game exhibition tour at 
the Palace of Auburn Hills. 

The 12 NBA superstars 
were in danger of absorbing 
the first loss by a U.S. 
“Dream Team” since pro- 
fessional players were 
selected for the UJS. 
Olympic team beginning in 
1992. The NBA stars, who 
have practiced together for 
just five days, did not take 
the lead for good until eight 
minutes remained. 

“This was a wake-up 
call,” Dream Team ID coach 
Lenny Wilkens said. *1 did- 
n’t think we were aggres- 
sive defensively. We talked 
about it, but we did not do 
it 

“They hit some shots and 
really went after the ball.** 

Stanford’s Mike 

Montgomery, coach of the 
select group of college play- 
ers assembled by USA 
Basketball, said: “We did 
our job. Our job was to 
come in here and try to pre- 
pare the Olympic team to 
play. I am really proud of 
our guys.” 

Scottie Pippen, who has 
been nursing injuries. 


scored 17 points and 
Hakeem Olajuwon added 
16 for the Dream Team, 
which trailed 59-42 at half- 
time. Tulsa guard Shea 
Seals scored 20 points for 
the select team. 

While the Dream Team 
was busy trying to pick up 
style points, the select 
squad raced to a 15-8 lead. 
The Dr eam Team claimed 
the lead at 40-39 before 
Seals and Wake Forest cen- 
tre Tim Duncan fuelled a 
20-2 burst that closed the 
half. 

“We came out hard and 
played well.” said Duncan, 
who probably will be the 
top pick in the 1997 NBA 
draft “Nobody backed 
down. That is what we 
wanted to do, not back 
down.” 

“We played them to tbe 
end and gave them a scare. 1 
think this gave them a 
wake-up call." 

“We did not really get out 
and challenge the shot and 
when you come out and 
play international competi- 
tion, you have to expect a 
team is going to sboot a lot 
of three-point shots,” 
explained Dream Team cen- 
tre David Robinson, who 
played on the 1988 and 
1992 Olympic teams. 

Pippen and Olajuwon 
keyed a rally that opened 



TWO BEDROOMS, UVING ROOM, FAMILY 
ROOM, NEW CARPET, QUIET AREA, NICE VIEW. 

TEL: 668534 AFTER 10:00 A.M. 
s. UM-UTHA1NA > 


With or Without Furniture 


FOR LET 


A duplex flat situated near gardens street with 
total of 372 sq meters. Super deluxe finishing 
with private garage and garden Includes a flre_ 
p lace ft central heating and many other featur es 
pis. contact 862067 from 1 0 am - 9 pm 
for serious inquiries only. 


FUFtNISHED GROUND FLOOR OF VILLA 
FOR RENT IN AL RASHEED DISTRICT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, large living room (10x7 m), 
open kitchen, 2 bathrooms, independent utilities, 
garden, water reservoir, complete furniture and tele- 
phone. Can be rented monthly or annually. 

Contact Tel: 688008, 
preferably afternoons and evenings. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


2nd floor 


Furnished or Unfurnished 
Spacious living & dining, 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 
kitchen cabinets, 2 verandas, separate water, elec- 
tricity & telephone. 

Location: SHMEISANI, west Marriott Hotel. 


Please contact: Mr. Mahmood Jarrar 
Tel: 665972 
Mobile: 28939 


Amman 


the second half and the 
Dream Team took the lead 
for good at 74-73 on a free 
throw by Gary Payton with 
about eight minutes to go. 
Baskets by Reggie Miller 
and Grant Hill boosted the 
lead to 86-79 and tbe selects 
got no closer than the final 
margin. 

“No question, defence 
was the key in tbe second 
half,” Robinson said. 
“When you give a team 60 
points in a 20-minute half, 
you did something wrong ” 

Karl Malone scored 13 
points, Robinson 12 and 
Charles Barkley 11 for tbe 
Dream Team. 

A sellout crowd of 21,454 
attended. For the opener, 
coach Wilkens started local 
favourite Giant Hill of the 
Pistons, Utah forward Karl 
Malone. Orlando centre 
Shaquille O’Neal and 
guards John Stockton of 
Utah and Reggie Miller of 
Indiana. 

The tour continues at Gund 
Arena in Cleveland against 
Brazil, featuring 38-year-old 
sharpshooter Oscar Schmidt, 
who helped topple the U.S. 
team at the 1987 Pan Am 
Games. After Sunday's game, 
tbe tour will resume against 
the Chinese Olympic team in 
Phoenix on July 10, Australia 
in Salt Lake Ciiy on July 12 
and Greece in Indianapolis on 
July 14. 


Slaney completes 
improbable comeback 


ATLANTA (AFP) — After two wodd tides and Olympian 
disappointment, after marriage, motherhood, and more 
surgeries than she can count. Maty Slaney is hack. 

The 37-yeaf-old athlete, who gave up running for four 
years because of paralysing Achilles tendon pain, complet- 
ed an improbable comeback by earning a place on tbe U.S. 
team for the A tlanta Games with a runner-up finish in the 
5,000m at the U.S. trials. 

“I don’t think Fve ever been so happy ” said Slaney, 
whose career has been a catalog of successes countered by 
injuries and controversies. 

“I took running for granted when I was young because it 
came so easy. Now drat I have to woric so hard, I appreci- 
ate what T redoing.” 

Slane/s hard walk has put her back on her sport’s 
biggest stage, also the scene of her worst nightmare: tbe 
1984 collision with Sooth African-born Zola Budd that sent 
Slaney sprawling out of die Olympic 3,000m. 

Slaney’s bitter criticism of Budd, following on her grace- 
less behaviour when Ruth Wysodd beat her in the l30Om 
at tbe U.S. trials earlier that year, tarnished her reputation 
as one of America's sporting sweethearts and established 
her instead as one of athletics' great whiners. 

Her coach, Alberto Salazar, says tbe 1996 Slaney is dif- 
ferent. 

“Mary has grown up in a lot of ways since 1984” be said. 
“She is so much better rounded.” 

Slaney has little chance to claim the Olympic medal that 
has always escaped her, but in Atlanta she does have the 
opportunity to remake her legacy of bitterness and bad luck 
into one of courage and perseverance. 

Tbe controversies and disappointments of Slaney’s career 
have sometimes eclipsed tbe achievements. 

In 1985 she set U.S. records at eight distances from 800 
through 10,000 metres. Only three of those eight have been 
broken, and she still bolds the nine fastest times on the U.S. 
women’s list at 3,000m and 1,500m, the top eight on tbe 
mile and three of the top 10 at 800m. 

But the singlemindedness with which she pursued those 
marks also proved her downfall. 

“Mary is like a racehorse,” Salazar says. “She has got a 
lot of heart, and she will run herself into tbe ground. 

“She is so biomechanically gifted she is able to run faster 
than she should at certain times. 

“No one would stop hen She was so talented people 
would rather play Russian roulette. So 50 per cent of the 
time she would set world records, and the other 50 per cent 
of tbe time she was injured.” 

While Slaney is still driven, she recognizes that she can 
no longer dominate races from start to finish and is trying 
to learn, for the firsrtime, the tactics of running in the pack. 

hi the 5,000m final at the U.S. trials, after closing a 15- 
metre gap to rejoin tbe leaders and stay on course for a top- 
three finish, she survived a brush with Amy Rudolph that 
recalled tbe Budd incident. 

Wbeo was running fourth, 15 metres behind third place 
how to Slaney also is no longer the woiicfljeaier who led 
races from start to finish, who won world titles at 1 ,500 and 
3,000 meters in l983 and utterly dominated her events on 
the world-track circuit in 1985 j .. . . ' ~ 

There is a vulnerability about her now, an* uncertainty 
about her own capabilities feat make the courage she 
showed in Monday’s 5,000 final even more appealing. 

With 800 meters left, Slaney had fallen 15 meters behind 
third place, the final Olympic team spot. After working her 
way bade to tbe leaders, she survived a tangle with Amy 
Rudolph that eerily recalled the Budd affair. 

“I had a little bit of a flashback, but I tried not to think 
about it,” she said. “It was distracting for a second, but I 
was able to recover. I am getting better at handling contact 
because Tm around people more. In 1984, 1 didn’t handle 
it very well because I was always leading, and I ended up 
on the track.” 
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Finn driver Tbmmf Makinen (left) and co-ptiot S. Haijanne stand on their Mitsubishi 
Lancer as they celebrate in tbe Chatea Carreras stadium in tbe central Argentine 
city of Cordoba after winning the XVI Argentine Rally. Makinen clocked 5 boors, 
48 minutes, 42 seconds and leads the World Rally Championship (Renters photo) 

Argentina Rally 

Subaru decides not to protest; 
results stand with Makinen’s win 


^ itiria. (R) 

— Subaru decided not to 
protest after a last-day con- 
troversy on tbe Argentina 
Rally and provisional 
results were confirmed as 
official late Saturday by 
rally stewards. 

Spanish Ford driver 
Carlos Sainz keeps second 
place while Swede Kenneth 
Eriksson, in a Subaru, 
remains third . 

Hon Tommi Maid Den’s 


victory was not in doubt. 

The rally had been thrown 
into disarray when the route 
was partially blocked on tbe 
first stage of the last day. 
and all but Eriksson of die 
leading drivers took a 400 
metres detour: 

The Swede forced his way 
past the wood and stones 
blocking the correct^ route 
and, when he later dropped 
behind Sainz after losing 
four minutes changing a 


puncture, Subaru made an 
official query. 

The organisers rejected 
tbe query without giving a 
reason and, faced with the 
prospect of delaying the 
results for hours, Subaru 
decided against taking fur- 
ther action. * 

“It’s in the interests of the 
sport,” said team manager 
John Kennard. 
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LUXURY BQILDING FOR RENT 
IN AL-RABIA 

1) Fit as a complete unit for embassy or big company or 
diplomatic missions. 

2) Or as floors each as one apartment with 4 bedrooms. 

Location: At a distinguished area with very beautiful 
view. Also the building with 2 entrances (on different 
streets). . * . 

Direct qpntact is accepted 836700 


A SUPER DELUXE 
FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


LOCATION: RABA1E, OPPOSITE TO THE CHINESE EM- 
BASSY. CITED ON THE WEST SIDE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PLAT. 4TH FLOOR, 2 BEDROOMS, ONE MASTER BEDROOM 
WITH BATHROOM. THREE BATHROOMS. ONE SITTING 
ROOM WITH AN OFRCE, TWO SALONS, DINING ROOM. A 
FULLY EQUIPPED AMERICAN KITCHEN ADMIRAL BRAND, 
CE NTRAL HEATING, LAUNDRY. GARAGE 

| PLEASE CALL ^HONE-81874^; 

FORM 2 ' ' 



FOR RENT 

I- First floor apartment of atwo-ftoor busting, very luxuriously fur- 
nished. Surrounded by balconies overlooking - one of the largest 
and nicest private gardens, which can be Included at option. The 
apartment is 240 square metres, consists of a large salon, a (fin- 
ing room. Separate two large bedrooms with a bathroom. Fufly 
equipped kitchen, guest’s bathroom and a laundry room. 

Can be delivered on the coming first day of August 
U- Ground floor apartment: Cozy, independent with its separate 
private nice garden. Consists ol a fufly furnished large salon, din- 
ing room, two bedrooms, bathroom, and a fully equipped kitchen. 
Soundproof. 

Ready for immediate delivery. 

Both are in the same building, located In the best residential 
area. 

If interested please call 671509 


Tour de France 

Berzin takes control as Indurain loses ground 


Major 


LES ARCS, France (R) — 
Yevgeny Berzin confinned 
he was the great hope of 
world cycling on Saturday 
as be took command in the 
Tour de France after an 
extraordinary seventh stage 
in tbe Alps marked by a rare 
setback for Miguel 
Indurain. 

Berzin followed tbe pace 
all through the day’s gru- 
elling, 199-km ride from 
Chambery to became tbe 
first Russian to take tbe 
coveted yellow jersey and 
establish himself as a strong 
candidate for final victory. 

The stage was won by for- 
mer world champion Luc 
Leblanc of France, who 
made his move with eight 
kilometres remaining in the 
punishing climb to tbe ski 
resort of Les Arcs. 

Veteran Swiss Tony 
Rominger was second place 
47 seconds back and young 


Austrian Peter Luttenberge 
third a further five seconds 
behind. 

Berzin ended the stage in 
11th place, four seconds 
after Luttenberger, to take 
the overall lead from 
Frenchman Stephane 
Heulot, who retired with 37 
kms remaining. 

Heulot, who took the race 
lead after Wednesday's 
fourth stage, got off his bike 
in the Cermet de Rose lend 
pass, tbe second of the day’s 
three climbs. He restarted 
and rode for a few .hundred 
metres but then pulled out 
of the race and got into a 
team can 

In tbe overall standings, 
Berzin now has a slender 
lead of less than a second 
over wcsid champion 
Abraham Olano of Spain, 
who ended the stage in sixth 
place in the same group as 
the Russian. 


LIVE-IN HOUSEMAID REQUIRED 


Only if you are good with children, 
very clean & can speak English. 

Please call 847213 


The two will battle it out 
with Rominger, third over- 
all and seven seconds back, 
over Sunday’s uphill, 30-5- 
km time-trial from Bourg- 
Saint-Maurice to Val 
d’lsere. 

Five times tour winner 
Indurain looked almost 
effortless in the Madeleine 
pass, reaching the summit in 
second place behind 
Frenchman Richard 

Virenque. 

The Spaniard was equally 
impressive in the Cormet de 
Roselend, coolly letting 
German Udo Bolts try his 
luck. But in the final climb 
to Les Arcs, the Spaniard 
experienced one of his 
worst moments on the Tour, 
an event in which he has 
often been in a class of his 
own since his first win in 
1991. 

Indurain was in a small 
group chasing Leblanc 
when he suddenly became 
unable to follow the pace. 
He lost considerable 
ground, accepted a feeding 
bottle, which could cost him 
a penalty, and eventually 
crossed the line in 16th 
position, four minutes and 
19 seconds behind Leblanc, 
don’t know what was 


wrong with him, probably 
hunger pangs,” said 

Leblanc. “He’s only human 
and even great champions 
have off-days. I’m sure be 
will recover.” 

Tbe win came as a relief 
far Leblanc, who has been 
through hard time 6 since 
winning the road race of the 
1994 World 

Championships. 

Saturday's stage, on nar- 
row, twisting roads made 
slippery by rain, was marred 
by more spectacular crashes 
including one by Belgian 
Johan Bruyneel. 

He missed a curve in tbe 
descent from the Cormet de 
Roselend and was thrown, 
over over a low waft, 
hair’s breadth from a ravine, 
but escaped with superficial 
bruises. 

“I’m happy to be alive,” 
said Bruyneel. thought 1 
was dead. It was like I was 
flying. I fell into a tree ” 

Indurain was not the only 
one to suffer as world num- 
ber one Laurent Jalabert of 
France, regarded as one of 
the few men capable of 
depriving him of a record 
sixth Tour win, struggled all 
day and lost some 12 min- 
utes. 
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John Travolta and Gene 
HackmanJn 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Layla Elwi.Jn 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Al Pad no & Robert DenlroJjn 

HEAT 

Shows: 12 : 00 , 3:00, 6 : 00 , 9:00 

(To NCO RD“2” 

* Abu Al Dahab 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 



PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Colorado Rockies* second baseman Eric Young (right) mis plays the throw from 
cahdier Jay Hawk Owens, allowing Los Angeles Dodgers* Delino Deshields (left) to 
steal second base in the sixth inning in Los Angeles. The Dodgers beat the Rockies 
5-2 (Renters photo) 

Wetteland sets Major League record 


NEW YORK (R) — John 
Wetteland broke a Major- 
League record with a save 
in his 20th successive 
appearance, completing an 
eight-hitter Saturday that 
gave the New York Yan- 
kees their fifth straight win, 
a 2-0 blanking of the Mil- 
waukee Brewers. 

Wetteland struggled in 
the ninth inning, walking 
Kevin Seitzer and giving 
up a one-out infield single 
to Greg Vaughn. But he 
struck out John Jaha and 
retired Matt Mieske on a 
fly to shallow right to break 
die mark be shared with 
Lee Smith. 

“I was with Lee Smith in 
1993 when he set the 
record,” said Yankees man- 
ager Joe Torre. “I was hop- 
ing Wetteland would get it 
tonight because it was 
important for the team 
tonight.” 

Wetteland has picked up 
a save in each appearance 
since May 31. This was his 
Major League-leading 29th 
of the season. 

‘It was really hard not to 
think about it,” Wetteland 
said of the record. “My 
mother-in-law and her hus- 
band cancelled going to the 
‘King And I* tonight 
because they wanted to see 
me break the record.” 

Jimmy Key (5-6) over- 
came intestinal problems 
that sent him to the hospital 
earlier in the day and scat- 
tered six hits over six 
shutout innings for his third 


straight win. Since coming 
off the disabled list on June 
26, he is 3-0 and has given 
up one run in 21 i nnin gs. 

Paul O'Neill and lino 
Martinez delivered RBI 
singles for die Yankees (52- 
32), who have won 14 of 
their last 18 games and 
have the best record in the 
Major Leagues. 

In Cleveland, Harold 
Baines’s solo homer — his 
second of the game — off 
reliever Paul Shuey with 
one out in the ninth innin g 
snapped a tie and lifted the 
Chicago White Sox past the 
Geveland In dians 3-2. 

Baines drove in all Chica- 
go’s runs, having smacked 
a two-run blast off starter 
Charles Nagy in the sev- 
enth for the White Sox, 
who have beaten Cleveland 
five tunes in seven games 
over the last two weekends. 

Chicago now trails 
Cleveland by one game for 
the lead in the American 
League Central Division. 

In Detroit, Carlos Delga- 
do bomered twice, includ- 
ing a shot over the roof in 
right, and Pat Hentgen 
threw a three-bitter as the 
Toronto Blue Jays blasted 
the Detroit Tigers 15-0. 

Delgado, who has three 
homers in two games, 
drove in four runs and 
scored four times. After 
homering onto the roof Fri- 
day night, be belted a ball 
over it in the third, marking 
the 29th time a ball has 
been hit out of ageing Tiger 
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3 BEDROOM, L-SHAPE LIVING 
AREA, 1 i/2 BATHROOMS, YARD 
WITH TERRACE, 1ST FLOOR. 
IN GARDENS STREET. BEHIND JABBRI. 
J.D. 5000 YEARLY - NEGOTIABLE 

PLS., CALL AHMAD AT 079-27364 


A leading hotels company in Aqaba is 
seeking to empioy ambitious, hardwork- 
ing and self motivated: 

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 

Candidates should have: 

* University degree. 

* 5 years experiences minimum, 

* Good command of English language. 

* Good background in computer. 

Qualified applicants, kindly send your CV 
(resume) to: 

Att. General Manager 
l Fax: 03 316993 y 


Stadium. 

“How could I not see it? 
It was right in front of me,” 
Delgado said when asked if 
be admired the ball going 
out 

“That’s an honour for me, 
but I can’t just walk around 
saying, -'hey, I hit one out 
of Tiger Stadium.’ I hit it 
good, but that’s over A 
home run is just one run. 
What I take pride in are my 
RBI. That means you’re 
doing your job.” 

In Baltimore, rookie 
Rocky Coppinger notched 
his fourth straight win and 
Rafael Palmeiro and BJ. 
Surhoff each homered to 
lead the Oxides to a 4-3 
victory over the Boston 
Red Sox. 

Coppinger (4-0) allowed 
three runs on five hits 
before giving way in foe 
sixth. 

In Oakland, Rafael 
Bound gal drew a bases- 
loaded walk with two outs 
in foe bottom of foe 10th to 
score Ernie Young and lift 
the Athletics to a 6-5.win 
over the California Angels. • 

At Minnesota, Chris 
Haney pitched seven 
innings for his third 
straight win and Joe Vitiel- 
lo and Michael Tucker each 
homered and drove in two 
runs to lead the Kansas 
Gty Royals to an 8-5 victo- 
ry over the Minnesota 
Twins. ^ 

At Texas, Edgar Martinez 
h amm ered three home runs 
and shortstop Alex 
Rodriguez belted hit his 
third Grand Slam of foe 
season as the Seattle 
Mariners continued their 
dominance over the Texas 
Rangers with a 9-5 win. 


Krajicek overpowers Washington 
to win 1st Grand Slam title 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Richard Krajicek used his 
huge serve to overpower 
Malivai Washington in 
straights sets Sunday and 
win Wimbledon for his first 
Grand Slam tide. 

In a match interrupted 
three times by rain, Kra- 
jicek served 14 aces and 
lost serve only once in a 6- 
3, 6-4, 6-3 victory. 

In foe first Wimbledon 
final between two unseeded 
players, Krajicek dominat- 
ed from the start and 
become the first unseeded 
champion since Boris 
Becker in 1985. 

Krajicek also became the 
first Dutch player to win a 
Grand Slam. Among those 
watching at centre court 
was former Dutch great 
Tom Dicker, who lost in foe 
final of foe 1968 U.S. Open 
to Afour Ashe. 

Washington was the first 
black finalist since Ashe 
won Wimbledon in 1975. 

The 6-foot- 5 Krajicek 
used his height and power 
to maximum advantage on 
his bludgeoning serves. 
Washington, at 5-foot- 11 
was left lunging time and 
again as Krajicek fired 
down serves at speeds of up 
to 129 mph (207.6 kph). 

The match lasted 1 boor, 
33 minutes of playing time, 
but also included rain 
delays totalling 2 hours, 40 
minutes. 

After a third interruption 
of 68 minutes, with Wash- 
ington ahead 1-0 in foe 
third set, Krajicek came out 
and ran off 14 straight 
points to move ahead 4-1. 

Washington got his first 
break point of foe match in 
the next game when Kra- 
jicek went down 0-40. He 
saved one break point but 
Washington convened on 
the next, forcing Krajicek 
into hitting a low backhand 
volley long. 










MaliVai Washington of the UE. sits during a change- 
over In the men’s singles final against Richard Krajicek 
of the Netherlands at the Wimbledon foimfe champi- 
onships (Rafters photo) 

Washington then held ’'vt ^^1 ( 

serve at 15 to close to with- IX 3 VTatllO V & 

in 4-3, but Krajicek quickly 

Washington for the fourth WunUedon title ended with 
rime to end foe match. England Gub here on Sundx 


Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands celebrates defeat- 
ing MalFVai Washington of the U5. to win the men’s 
singles final at Wimbledon July 7. Krajicek won the 
match 6-3, 6-4, 6-3 (Renters photo) 


Washington, down 15-40, 
saved one match point with 
a strong serve. But on foe 
next. Krajicek hit a big 
forehand down the line and 
Washington could only hit a 
backhand into the net. 

Krigicek fell to Us knees 
with his arms in the air, 
then idled onto Us bade. 


Navratilova’s record hopes disappear 

LONDON (AFP) — Martina Navratilova’s dream of winning a record-equalling 20th 
WunUedon title ended with a straight-sets defeat on foe number-one show court at the All 
England Gub here on Sunday. 

Navratilova and fellow American Jonathan Stark crashed to Grant Connell of Canada and 
Lindsay Davenport of the United States in the quarter-finals of the mixed doubles. 

The 39-year-old nine-times Wimbledon singles winner, who bad been hoping to equal the 
all-time record of 20 titles held by Billie Jean King, went down 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/2) agaiDst 
foe second-seeded Connell and Davenport. 

Navratilova and Stark, won the mixed doubles event twelve months ago. were seeded 
fifth. 

‘T have no idea if I’ll be back — I really don’t,” said Navratilova after the match. 

She plucked a blade of grass from the court, wUcb is due to be demolished later this year 
in the stadium’s redevelopment plan, as she walked off court. 


Cardinals overtake Pirates; Dodgers beat Rockies 


PITTSBURGH (R) — Ron 
Gant Ut a go-ahead two- 
run double in the fifth and 
Mark Sweeney added a 
two-run single in foe sixth 
as the red-hot Sl Louis 
Cardinals beat the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates 9-5 Saturday 
to pull into a first-place tie 
in the Central Division. 

St. Louis won its fifth 
straight game and eighth in 
nine to catch the Houston 
Astros atop foe Central and 
send the reeling Pirates to 
their ninth loss in 12 games. 
The victory was the Cardi- 
nals’ sixth straight over the 


Pirates. 

In Atlanta. Mike Bieledci 
pitched three innings, of 
three-hit emergency relief 
to earn his first win in a 
year and Marquis Grissom 
smacked a two-run homer 
as the braves beat foe Hous- 
ton Astros 4-2, snapping 
their seven-game winning 
streak. 

In Los Angeles, Mike 
Piazza’s two-out, two-run 
homer in the bottom of foe 
eighth gave the Los Ange- 
les Dodgers their third 
straight win, 3-2 over the 
slumping Colorado Rock- 


ies. 

Colorado, which has lost 
three straight, took a 2-1 
lead into the eighth. Rookie 
Jamey Wright issued a lead- 
off walk to pinch-hitter 


Roger Cedeno. Two outs 
later, with Cedeno on sec- 
ond, Piazza lined his 24th 
homer over the fence in 
right. 

In San Diego, Tim Worrell 


scattered seven hits over six 
innings, Ken Caminiti dou- 
bled in two runs as foe San 
Diego Padres defeated the 
San Francisco Gants for foe 
eighth straight time. 7-2. 
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TODAY AT 6:00 P.M. 

THE OPENING OF 

KOREAN 

PRODUCTS 

SHOW 


<^> 

ROYAL TOURS 

TO ALL BUSINESS PARTNERS 
AND TOUR OPERATORS 

With the opening of Amman City Terminal, the Incoming 
Tours Department of Royal Tours has moved to the new 
location at the AMMAN CITY TERMINAL at the 7th 
circle. Tel : 857154, 857164, 857174. Fax : 856845 
At the same time the Royal Tours office at the 
Intercontinental Hotel remains to cover all ticket sales 
and outgoing tours. 

Tel : 644267, 642089, 643935, 643936. 

Fax : 653527 



EXHIBITS: * CARS & VEHICLES I**- 

* SPARE PARTS 

* TYRES & BATTERIES 

* HOME APPLIANCES 

* OFFICE MACHINES & ELECTRONICS 

* UNDERWEARS 

* KOREAN FINE ARTS 

* VIDEO DEMONSTRATION ABOUT KOREA 
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Turkish coalition 
hanging by thread 


ANKARA (R) — A hand- 
ful of parliament deputies 
can decide in Monday's 
confidence vote whether 
Turkey will plunge back 
into political chaos or 
Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan’s new 
coalition gets a fighting 
chance. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller’s conservative 
True Path Party (DYP) 
made a late plea to preserve 
crumbling party solidarity 
at Monday’s vote. 

The ruling alliance, 
formed nine days ago 
between Mr. Erbakan and 
pro-Western secularist 
Ciller, now has 285 deputies 
on paper — more than 
needed to guarantee the 
vote. 

“We are calling on our 
deputy colleagues to be 
responsible and provident 
Going against the decision 
to support the vote is not in 
the interests of the country 
or the party,” the DYP’s 
parliamentary group said in 
a statement 

Two deputies resigned 
from the Ciller wing on 
Saturday and around 13 
more are expected not to 
back the government Many 


of the rebels are long-time 
paity opponents of former 
Premier Ciller. 

“Our country cannot be 
sacrificed to political ambi- 
tions and malice,” the DYP 
statement said. The Turkish 
media calculates that die 
stance of one or two 
deputies could be enough to 
sway the vote. 

Mr. Erbakan, the first 
Islamist leader of over- 
whelmingly Muslim but 
officially secular Turkey, 
has set out a moderate 
course of government 
action. He has vowed to 
protect democracy and 
NATO-member Turkey’s 
close ties to the West 

Political analysts said he 
was biding time until his 
Islam-based Welfare Party 
got enough voter support to 
introduce Islamist policies 
more in line with his radical 
manifesto. 

Turkey, struggling with 
economic woes, foreign 
policy troubles and an 
armed Kurdish separatist 
insurgency, has been with- 
out a stable government 
since Ms. Ciller resigned as 
the head of a left-right 
coalition almost 10 months 
ago. 


General elections last 
December gave the 
Islamists a narrow win but 
failed to clear the air. 

If Mr. Erbakan lost the 
vote, politicians would have 
two weeks of negotiations 
to set up a new coalition 
before President Suleyman 
Demirel could use his 
power to call fresh polls. 

“The balance of power in 
parliament is at a critical 
point.The confidence vote 
has turned into a real puzzle 
and nobody is sure of exact- 
ly what will happen,” 
columnist Bilal Cetin wrote 
in tire Yeni Yuzyil daily. 

The coalition needs an 
absolute majority of those 
attending the vote in the 
550-seat assembly. One 
Islamist deputy is in hospi- 
tal in the United States and 
the parliament speaker can- 
not vote, bringing the magic 
figure to guarantee a win to 
275. A nearly full house is 
expected for the vote. 

A far-right party with 
seven deputies vowed on 
Saturday not to block Mr. 
Erbakan's and around eight 
Ms. Ciller deputies are as 
yet undecided. 


Delegation leaves for France to 
attend donor consultative meeting 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A high-pow- 
ered economic delegation 
leaves for France today. 
Monday, to attend a consul- 
tative group meeting for 
major donor countries in a 
bid to secure financial aid 
for 28 infrastructure projects 
the Kingdom hopes to con- 
struct by the year 2000. 

A government source told 
the Jordan Times Sunday 
that the meeting, which will 
be attended by 40 countries 
as well as the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank and other inter- 
national institutions, will 
review the Kingdom’s eco- 
nomic situation in light of 
the structural reform pro- 
gramme it has been imple- 
menting. 

Yousef Mansour, eco- 
nomic advisor at the 
Ministry of Planning, told 
the Jordan Times that Jordan 
will present the donor coun- 
tries with information that 
confirm the Kingdom ‘lias 
been doing well” in imple- 
menting its economic 
adjustment programme but 
still needs international 
financial support to ensure 
that its economic reform 
efforts achieve their taigets. 

The meeting will also 
review Jordan’s public 
investment programme 
which aims at securing 
funds for 28 infrastructure 
projects, the government 


source added. 

The projects proposed 
under Jordan’s investment 
plan involve water, mining, 
telecommunications, trans- 
portation and energy at an 
estimated cost of $2.6 bil- 
lion, Nabil Amman , 
Secretary General at the 
Ministry of Planning, told 
the Jordan Times last week. 

He said that some of the 
proposed projects were pre~ 
rented at, the MicjcUe £ast 
and North Africa (MfeNA) 
economic summit in 
October 1995, and some 
will be proposed at Cairo 
economic summit to be held 
later this year. 

The meeting will discuss 
the role of the private sector 
and ways of supporting 
Jordan’s balance of payment 
as well as enhancing the for- 
eign currency reserves. Dr. 
Amman said. 

The Paris meeting, the 
third to be organised by 
donor countries to study the 
Kingdom's economic per- 
formance, could end in 
pledging funds to finance 
the country’s proposed pro- 
jects, the government source 
said. 

The Jordanian delegation 
will be headed by Minister 
of Planning Rima Kbalaf, 
who will be accompanied by 
Minister of Finance Marwan 
Awad, Central Bank 
Governor Ziyad Fariz, 
Economic Advisor at the 
Prime Ministry Basem 
Awadallah as well as other 


officials. 

The IMF has been given 
Jordan a clean bQl of health 
on its implementation of the 
economic reform pro- 
grammes and die Kingdom 
is thus expected to get the 
backing of the IMF for its 
efforts to secure funds for its 
development projects. 

An IMF official has 
recently said that the 
Kingdom was meeting the 
target of the IMF-agreed 
reforms ’ find was heading 
towards attaining the 6.5 per 
cent economic growth fore- 
cast for 1996. 

Jordan this year started a 
new three-year economic 
reform programme that will 
allow it to receive $295 mil- 
lion extended fond facilities 
in return for steps to further 
liberalise the economy. 

The IMF official said that 
Jordan was also on track 
towards meeting its target of 
bringing its foreign reserves 
to $600 million, which can 
cover the import bill for 
three months. 

The structural reform pro- 
gramme follows successful 
efforts for monetary stabili- 
sation that were agreed with 
the IMF. 

Dr. Amman said that offi- 
cials will present the Paris 
meeting with documents 
about the success of the 
reform programme in the 
Kingdom and the distance it 
has covered towards meet- 
ing the targets of the pro- 
gramme. 



BOSNIAN WOMAN CRIES DURING FUNERAL SERVICES: A Bosnian woman cries by the coffin of her rele- 
tive dming funeral services in the village of Ahatovici near Sarajevo Sunday, for 47 Bosnian Muslims that were 
trififtH by Bosnian Serbs in 1992. War crimes investigators, their suspicions hardened by exploratory diggings, 
secured the site on Sunday of a possible mass grave of Muslims believed slaughtered by Serb forces in eastern 
Bosnia (Renters photo) 


Israeli PM 
yields to 
pressure to 
soften 
budget cuts 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Sunday 
yielded to army pressure 
and reduced by half a 
planned cut in Israel’s size- 
able militaiy budget 

Mr. Netanyahu intended 
to axe $531 million from 
the $8.5 billion defence 
budget next year, blit low- 
ered it to $258 million after 
marathon t alks overnight 
with his defence and 
finance ministers, officials 
said. 

His cabinet was due to 
meet Sunday to approve 
the reduction as part of an 
overall $1.5 billion cut in 
the 1997 budget proposed 
by Finance Minister Dan 
Men dor in a bid to curb 
Israel’s ballooning deficit 

Mr. Netanyahu hoped to 
wrap up the budget before 
beading to the United 
States on Monday on bis 
first overseas visit since his 
May 29 election. 

However, the army is in 
uproar over the spending 
cuts. 

Soldiers, who are banned 
from holding demonstra- 
tions, sent their wives out 
to the frontline in the fight 
against the government’s 
plans. Several hundred 
army wives protested out- 
side the prime minister's 
office late Saturday and 
blocked a road near Rehut 
east of Tel Aviv on Sunday. 


Kuwait Islamist criticises West help for convert 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
Islamist politician on 
Sunday stepped into a row 
over a Christian convert 
who fears for his life after 
being branded an apostate 
by telling the West it had no 
right to preach to Muslims 
about human rights. 

Islamist lawmaker Khaled 
Al Adwa told the Kuwait 
Times the country's 
Islamists did not want an 
international furore over 
convert Robert Hussein, but 
the West was paying too 
much attention to Mr. 
Hussein '5 complaint that the 
declaration amounted to a 
death sentence. 

Mr. Adwa, a fiery member 
of the powerful Islamist cau- 
cus in Kuwait’s 50-seat 
elected assembly, said such 
countries could not lecture 
Kuwait on human rights 
because they themselves did 
not observe such rights, the 
English-language daily 
reported. 

"This issue is taking much 
more importance than nec- 
essary in Western countries, 
and we do not have to 
receive any lecture on 
human rights from them as 
they are not observed in 


those countries.” Mr. Adwa 
was quoted as saying. 

“We, the Islamists, do not 
want to give this conversion 
any political colour by dis- 
cussing it in the national 
assembly because then it 
will assume an international 
dimension which we do not 
want.” 

Christian pressure groups 
in the United States and 
Britain have protested 
strongly to Kuwait’s 
embassies in Washington 
and London against what 
they call a death sentence 
against Mr. Hussein. 

British Labour MP Donald 
Anderson said Kuwait 
should attend to its image 
and realise it owed Western 
countries its existence 
because of allied support in 
ending Iraq’s 1990-91 occu- 
pation 

A Shi'ite Muslim family 
court in the conservative 
Gulf Arab stare declared Mr. 
Hussein an apostate on May 
29 ill the first such finding 
by a court in the Gulf Arab 
state. 

The court, ruling on a pri- 
vate civil suit brought 
against Mr. Hussein by three 
Islamist lawyers, imposed 


no penalty but ordered Mr. 
Hussein to pay the costs of 
the case. Mr. Hussein said 
Muslims would interpret the 
ruling as permission to kill 
him. 

Public abandonment of 
Islam is rare in the Arab 
World. 

In Islam, any sane Muslim 
who renounces his religion, 
and persists in doing so after 
being allowed a chance to 
repent, loses a variety of 
rif^its. Islam provides no 
penalty for any Muslim who 
kills such a convert on the 
grounds of his apostasy. 

Legal experts and Western 
diplomats dismiss Mr. 
Hussein’s argument that the 
finding amounted to a death 
sentence or that it might 
prompt Muslim clerics to 
call on Muslims to kill him. 

They said the real danger 
for Mr. Hussein lay with a 
handful of zealots in Kuwait 
who would need no formal 
religious or judicial sanction 
to loll Mr. Hussein for apos- 
tasy. 

The family court said that 
although Muslims might 
interpret the finding as per- 
mission to kill the 45-year- 
old former Shi’ite, this 


would be a violation of crim- 
inal law. 

Ali Al Baghli, spokesman 
of parliament's human rights 
committee, said apostasy 
was not a crime in Kuwait 
because the penal code did 
not recognise such an 
offence. “Therefore anyone 
who so much as touches Mr. 
Hussein will go to jail.” he 
said. 

Mr. Hussein, who lives in 
hiding for fear of reprisals, 
will challenge the ruling in 
the appeal court on 
September 15. He converted 
from Islam more than a year 
ago and changed his name to 
Robert Hussein from 
Hussein Qambar Ali. 

Mr. Adwa, a vehement 
critic of Western policy on 
several issues including 
Bosnia, said the apostasy 
ruling was sound and sug- 
gested Mr. Hussein would 
just have to get used to it 

"Religious courts have the 
jurisdiction in matters of per- 
sonal status for Muslims, so 
the court has already derided 
to declare Mr. Qambar an 
apostate and there is no other 
alternative for this conver- 
sion, which Is forbidden in 
Islam,” Mr. Adwa said. 


Netanyahu in last-ditch effort 
to bring Sharon into cabinet 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu launched a final 
push Sunday to bring far- 
right hardliner Ariel Sharon 
into his cabinet and avert the 
threat of a government crisis. 

Piling on die pressure. 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy repeated his ultimatum 
chat he will quit if Mr. 
Sharon is not given a minis- 
terial post before Monday 
evening when the prime min- 
ister sets off for Washington. 

But Mr. Netanyahu faced 
strong resistance from other 
ministers who refuse to give 
up some of their powers to 
create a proposed new super- 
ministry of national infra- 
structure for Mir. Sharon. 

As the clock ticked 
towards the deadline. Mr. 
Netanyahu called an emer- 
gency cabinet meeting 


Sunday hoping to push the 
new ministry through. 

The rightwing Israeli 
leader also considered delay- 
ing his departure for 
Washington by several hours 
Monday to attend a swearr 
ing-in ceremony for Mr. 
Sharon in parliament. 

But under a contingency 
plan, the ceremony may be 
postponed until after he 
returns to Israel next Sunday 
with Mr. Netanyahu simply 
announcing Mr. Sharon’s 
new post before he leaves the 
country, state radio reported. 

It is the latest in a long line 
of headaches for Mr. 
Netanyahu, whose “cabinet is 
still in disarray three weeks 
after it was first announced. 

He has tried in vain to side- 
line Mr. Sharon, whose out- 
spoken opposition to 
Palestinian self-rule is a 


potential embarrassment for 
die government as it tries to 
convince the United States it 
is committed to the 
Palestinian peace process. 

Mr. Sharon, 67, has 
described Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat as a 
“war criminal” and called for 
Israel to annex Jewish settle- 
ment areas on the West 
Bank. 

But when Mr. Netanyahu 
left die controversial hawk 
out of his original cabinet 
line-up on June IS. Mr. Levy 
threatened not to take up the 
foreign minis ter’s job until 
die prime minister made 
vague promises of an infra- 
structure post. 

Mr. Levy gave Mr. 
Netanyahu his second ulti- 
matum last week when no 
progress had been made in 
setting up the new ministry. 


Arab journalists express 
worry over press freedoms 


CAIRO (AFP) — ■ The 
Arab Journalists Union 
(AJU) expressed concern 
on Sunday at what it said 
was an increase in attacks 
on press freedom in Arab 
countries over the past two 
months. 

“These severe measures 
damage the reputation of 
the Arabs and gravely com- 
promise liberty of the 
press,” the Cairo-based 
union said in a report 

The AJU pointed to 
Algeria, where journalists 
“are targe tted daily by death 
threats” by Islamic militants 
and “at the same time suffer 
from high publication 
costs." 

The union praised Egypt 
for annul Lng in June a year- 
old law against slander seen 
as aiming to muzzle the 


press, but condemned “the 
resumption of blind acts of 
violence against journal- 
ists.” 

The report cited an attack 
last week in Cairo against 
Magdi Hussein, editor in 
chief of an Islamist paper, 
adding that “that was not 
the first such attack aimed 
at opposition journalists.” 

It also criticised Qatar for 
slapping a three-day sus- 
pension on the daily Al 
Sharq for publishing an arti- 
cle “offensive to a brother 
nation.” 

The union also expressed 
its worry over "the margin 
of liberty given to the 
Kuwaiti press” after a deci- 
sion by the Kuwaiti infor- 
mation minister “to revoke 
the publishing permit of the 
weekly Al Sabq without 


providing any reason.” 

In Jordan, the union point- 
ed to protests by the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) 
against a new law “reducing 
freedom of the press" drawn 
up by the information min- 
istry without consulting 
journalists. 

It also noted that “repres- 
sive measures by Israeli 
occupation forces” against 
Palestinian journalists 
which it said had intensified 
since the new right wing 
government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu took power. 

Israeli authorities barred 
Palestinian journalists from 
entering occupied 

Jerusalem to cover the elec- 
tion campaign ahead of the 
May 29 vote for prime min- 
ister, the AJU said. 


Opposition hurts Egypt brewery sale 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
attempt to sell shares last 
week in its only brewery 
stumbled in the face of 
religious opposition and 
the 20 per cent equity offer 
may not be fully sub- 
scribed, brokers said on 
Sunday. 

One broker involved in 
the sale said bids for 
700,000 shares in Al- 
Ahram Beverages Pybr.Ca, 
or just three-quarters of the 
stock offered to private 
investors and financial 
institutions, had been 
counted by Sunday. 

Another 450.000 shares 
were allocated to the 
employees. 

“It's the fanatic wave 
which put people off. say- 
ing it's a sin to drink in 
Egypt?” said the broker, 
who asked not to be 
named. 

An official from the 
state's holding company 


for housing, tourism and 
cinema, which is selling 
the stake in the brewery, 
declined to comment. The 
shares were priced at 67 
pounds ($20) each. 

The offering, already 
extended by two days in 
the hope of attracting more 
investors, closed on 
Thursday. 

Egypt’s IMF-backed 
sales of shares in a wide 
range of state-owned 
industries have often been 
heavily oversubscribed, 
though religious disap- 
proval of smoking also 
reduced for shares in last 
year’s sale of cigarette firm 
Eastern Tobacco East.Ca. 

Some analysts said 
investors were scared off 
the Al-Ahrara beverages 
shares by the fact that the 
brewery must move within 
five years to a plot of land 
that still has no water sup- 
plies. 


But the broker said eco- 
nomics and practicalities 
had tittle to do with the 
poor response. 

“If this share offering 
was in England it would 
have gone like hot cakes,” 
he said. "It’s a monopoly 
and should have been a 
sure bet.” 

The government has 
tried several times in the 
last three years to sell all or 
part of the 100 per cent 
state-owned brewery to 
strategic investors but 
negotiations never ended 
in a deal. 

The company, which last 
month announced 1994/95 
net profits of 42.96 million 
pounds, brews Stella, 
Egypt’s only beer, at brew- 
eries in Cairo and 
Alexandria and also manu- 
factures soft drinks under 
licence. 



Hirfn shroud is as 
old as Christ — 
professors 

TURIN, Italy (R) — Two 
Italian professors look set 
to rekindle a centuries-old 
debate on the shroud of 
Turin, once venerated as 
the burial doth of Christ In 
an article due to be pub- 
lished Sunday in the Ro- 
man Catholic daily Awe- 
trire, Turin Professors Nel- 
lo Bales sino and Pierluigi 
R aima Bollone say their 
research could refute wide- 
ly held radiocarbon dating 
of the shroud to between 
1260 and 1390. Many sci- 
entists support those dates 
and the theory that the 
image on the cloth was 
formed by the body of a 
dying mediaeval crusader, 
tortured and crucified by 
the Saracens. But the two 
Italians, professors of com- 
puter science and forensic 
medicine respectively, say 
they have identified the 
feint imag e of an andent 
Roman coin bearing the 
date 29 AJD. near the left 
eye on the cloth. This 
would be evidence that the 
shroud is not mediaeval but 
existed around the time of 
Christ's death around 33 
AJD. “I believe above all 
that science should have 
the last word on this latest 
result,” Roman Catholic 
theologian Giuseppe Ghi- 
berti, assistant to the 
shroud’s papal custodian, 
told Awemre in an inter- 
view. “But if this discovery 
is confirmed, it would have 
important coosquences,” 
Mr. Ghiberti said. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church ac- 
cepted in 1988 that scien- 
tific tests had shown the 
cloth, kept in Turin Cathe- 
dral since 1587, was made 
between 1260 and 1390 
A.D. The Archbishop of 
Turin has announced that 
the famous fabric is to be 
exhibited behind bullet- 
proof glass in 1998. 

'Missing' British 
yachtsman sails 
home 

LONDON (R) — A 70- 
year-old British solo 
yachtsman, who was feared 
dead after going missing on 
a round-the-world voyage 
seven months ago, has 
unexpectedly sailed home. 
Les Powles had been miss- 
ing since setting sail from 
New Zealand last Decem- 
ber. He was due to reach 
the Falkland Islands in 
March but failed to arrive. 
On Saturday he amazed 
friends who had feared the 
worst by sailing into his 
home port of Lyrmngtoo in 
southern England and told 
how he had survived by 
catching rainwater. Loo- 
king thin but in good 
health, Mr. Powles ex- 
plained he was unab le to 
contact friends after be lost 
his radio transmitter in 
storms at sea, during which 
he was knocked uncon- 
scious. “In the last few 
weeks I have survived on a 
quarter of a tin of corned 
beef and two spoonfuls of 
rice a day,” be told re- 
porters. 

Finn romps 
to first world 
wife-carrying title 

SONKAJARVL Finland 
(R) — Finnish labourer 
Jouni Jussila, his tiny wife 
Tuna clinging to his shoul- 
ders, romped through a 
gruelling obstacle course to 
become the first world 
champion in woman-carry- 
ing. Mr. Jussila, local hero 
and three-time national 
champion in this offbeat 
annual contest in a remote 
middle- Finland village, 

outclassed a field of 32 
pairs that for the first tim e 
included foreigners — a 
Norwegian weightlifter, 
three Swedes and a Swiss. 
“We had no trouble what- 
soever. It went really well 
this year,” said Mr. Jussila. 
who pounded round the 
235-metre course including 
two timber hurdles and a 
waist-high water jump in 
one minute, €2 seconds, 
six seconds clear of his 
nearest rival. 
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